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Biography. 


Messrs. Eprrors, 


If the following Biographic Sketch meets your approbation, you are 
requefled to give it a place in your Magazine. I 


AMONG the many, who, after the battle of Bergen, on April 
13th, 1759, were brought into Frankfort wounded, was the right 
honorable Charles Dyhem, Lieutenant General of the Saxon 
forces, in the fervice of France. He was born of very refpectable 
parents in Silefia, April roth, 1710. He was of equal abilities to 
any minifters in the Cabinet, or general in the field. In his 
younger years he had gone through a regular ftudy in the Uni- 
verfity, and made great proficiency in philofophy and in mathemat- 
ics. After ftudying divinity, particularly polemical, he reafoned 
himfelf into an infidel; infomuch that the labours of the moft 
learned men were entirely loft uponhim. During his illnefs he 
fhewed not the leaft inclination for any ferious converfe or pious 
company, till two days before his death, when his furgeon let his 
valet know, that his mafter could not live long. The man then 
afked him if he would not be vifited by a clergyman ; he anfwer- 
ed with fome warmth, | fhall not trouble thofe gentlemen. J 
know very well what to beliewe, and what to do. The fervant not at all 
difcouraged continued thus to fpeak: my lord, did you ever find 
me wanting in my duty to you? No, faid he, never. ‘Then, my 
lord, rejoined the fervant, it would be the firft thing I had difo- 
beyed in, if I did not take care for your foul. Your furgeon now 
thinks you are paft recovery. But every body is afraid to tell you. 
I therefore make bold to tell you, that you are on the brink of 
eternity. Pray, Sir,/order a clergyman to be called in. Upon 
this, he paufed a little, but foon gave his hand to his fervant, thank- 
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ed him for his honefty, and ordered him to fend foy me. When 
I came to his houfe, he told me he was a profeffed infidel. 1 atked 
him, is the cafe of your foul fuch as you have a folid hope for 
falvation ? he replied, yes. I faid, on what ground do you build 
your hope? he anfwered, I never have finned wi/fully. Indeed I 
do not deny I am liable to frailties, but I truft in God’s mercy, 
and the merits of his Son, that he will have mercy onme. Thefe 
words he uttered very flowly, efpecially the merits of his Son. To 
which I made the following reply ; I am not apt to believe you are 
tainted with the groffeft vices, but I fear you are a little prefump- 
tuous; perhaps you have got into that fyftem which denies 
original fin, runs down the doctrine of redemption, and of our 
being juftified by faith in the Son of God. If you would be fav- 
ed, you muft acknowledge yourfelf to be utterly corrupted by fin, 
and confequently deferving God’s curfe and eternal damnation. 
As to your mentioning your truft in God’s mercy, and merits of 
his Son, I beg leave to afk you, if yon believe God has a Son, and 
that his Son aflumed our nature, in order to become our whole 
Saviour, and that in the execution of his office he was humbled 
unto death, and that by his fufferings he hath made an ampke {at- 
isfaction for us ? To the above he anfwered thus: I cannot now 
avoid coming to a more minute defcription of the ftate of my 
- foul ; let me tell you, Sir, I always proceeded in a regular courfe 
in my ftudies, and, without faying too much, gained fome know- 
ledge in philofophy; by which I chofe to myfelf a way of 
falvation. I purpofed to the utmoft of my power to live a fober 
life, and then did not doubt but the Being of all beings would ac- 
cept me. In ¢his way I confefs 1 ftood in no need of Chrift ; I 
therefore did not believe in him. But if ] take the feripture to be 
a divine revelation, this way of mine 1 perceive is not the right 
one ; I muft believe in Chrift, and through him come to God. 
Heise he fetched a deep figh, and exclaimed, O God, thou wilt 
make me fay, alfo becaufe I take the fcriptures to be thy word— 
Here I thought proper to fay, there are grounds and reafons 
enough to demonftrate the truth and divine original of the {crip- 
tutes, but we need not that difputed method of reafoning, faith 
being the gift of God. A poor finner, tottering on the brink of 
eternity, has not time\to inquire about grounds and reafonings, 
but rather betake himfelf to repentance, and diligent prayer for 
faith, which if you do I doubt not God will give it you. I had 
no fooner faid thefe words, than, pulling off his cap, he lifted up 
his eyes and hands, cried out, Oh! almighty God, I am a poor 
curfed finner, worthy of damnation! But, Lord Jefus, thou eternal 
Son of God, thou died{t for my fins; it is through thee alone that 
I can be faved. Oh! give me faith, and ftrengthen that faith. 
Being very weak he was obliged to flop here a little, after Which 
he aiked if faith was enough for falvation. Yes, faid I, if it be a 
living 
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living faith. Perceiving he was very low, to give him fome reft, 
I retired into the next room; but he foon fent his footman to call 
me. I found him praying. Jefus was all he now prayed for. I 
put him in mind of fome fcripture texts-of faith in Chrit. He 
was much delighted with them. He reminded me of fome facred 
hymns ; the chief fubjec&t was Chrift, which he particularly appli- 
ed to himfelf. He was in a Rate more to be wondered at than 
defcribed. He was quite fwallowed up with the grace of Chritt. 
He cried out on a fudden, I do not know how it will be with me, I 
never in my life felt fuch a change! I have power to love Chritt, 
and to be beloved in him, whom I rejected! Oh! my Jefus, how 
merciful art thou to me! His bodily weaknefs often conftrained 
him to ftop, elfe, I am fure, a tide of thankfulnefs would have 
foon overflowed his lips, his faith increafing every moment. 
About noon I ftept home, but he fent direétly for me. We faw 
each other tranfported with joy, as partakers of the fame grace 
in Chrift, and that in fuch a manner, as if we had been acquaint- 
ed for years. I found him in prayer ; many officers in the army 
continually came to fee him, from whom he did by no means conceal 
his faith, talking freely and boldly of Chrift; of the grace of the 
Father in‘ him, and of the power of the Holy Ghoft through him ; 
wondering, without ceafing, at his having found Chrift ; and at the 
happy change, by which all things on this fide eternity were become 
infipid and indifferent to him. This afternoon he defired to par- 
take of the Lord’s fupper, which he received with a melting, pray- 
ing {pirit. _ All the reft of the day he continued in the fame 
frame of foul. ‘Towards eve; he defired me to come to him if 
his end fhould approach, which I promifed ; but he did not fend 
for me till the next morn. I was told by his man, that he 
flept well for fome hours, and then waked, prayed for a confidera- 
ble time ; that frequently in his prayer, he mentioned Fe/us, and 
his precious blood. But that afterwards he had fallen into a deliri- 
um; yet in the midft of it he thanked God for having fent me to 
him, that he had defired the officers of the army to make known 
his converfion to the court. After fome difcourfe, I afked him if 
he had found that peace of foul which is in Chrift. At prefent, he 
faid, Ihave it. But this mornI felt fomething I cannot defcribe ; 
however, blefled be God, it is gone! I have enough, having fotind 
my dear Saviour! Had he been ftronger I fhould have defired a 
more particular account of what had happened ; I fuppofe it was 
fome inward trial by which the Lord intended to bring him to a 
deeper poverty of fpirit. I afked him, has that view of Chrift and 
his redemption been either altered or obfcured, fince yelterday ? 
Neither, faid he ; I have no doubt, not ¢ven a minute one. This 
fecond day he was unwearied in prayer and exercifes of faith. 
Towards eve he fent for me in hafte. When] camel found him 
dying. I prayed with and for him, and them that were prefent ; 
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fome of whom were of very high rank. I then, by impofition of 
hands, as ufual, gave him a blefling, which being done, he expired 
immediately. A royal prince, that was prefent, could not for- 
bear weeping. The reft of the officers dropped many tears, greatly 
lamenting the death of their general. I wrote an account of this 
affecting icene to his mother; and had an immediate anfwer. She 
was a lady of 72, of exemplary piety. She faid God had anfwer- 
ed her prayers which fhe had never ceafed to offer up in his behalf 
‘for eleven years. Let this ftimulate parents and others ever to, re- 
member, both night and.day, their dear children and others. If 
we fee no effect of our prayers now, be aflured God will not forget 


them ; that he will anfwer us in his own time. 
TROLININES. 








Religious Communications. 


_ HOPE COMPARED TO AN ANCHOR, | 
Hebrews vi. 19. Which Hope we have as the Anchor of the Soul. 


EVANGELICAL hope is a grace of the Holy Spirit, the reali- 
ty and excellence of which are abundantly teflified by Chriftian ex- 
perience and the oracles of truth. 

In the above paflage, it is an obvious defign of the Spirit, to 
reprefent the human foul under the fimilitude of a fhip, (fee page 
257) and teach us, that hope is to the foul, what an anchor is to a 
fhip. By the following explanation of fome of the principal points 
of analogy between gofpel hope and an anchor, it is attempted to 
unfold fome of the peculiar excellences of that grace, and contrib- 
ute to the growth of believers. 

1. Ananchor is of no ufe toa fhip, without a cable. If an 
anchor be not holden by a fufficient cable, it is no fooner let down 
than loft. So hope, without Javing faith, is ufelefs to the foul. A 
fhip may have a cable, which is badly wrought of rotten materials, 
and, therefore, not only infufficient to fecure the fhip, but abfolute- 
ly worfe than none ; becaufe, through falfe dependance, the whole 
will be loft, with aggravated difappointment. So the foul may 
have a falfe faith, which may feem genuine with favourable wind 
and weather ; but no fooner does the weather become boifterous, 
the fea rough, and breakers appear, than fuch faith and hope are 
gone, and the foul is wrecked and loft. * 

2. An anchor takes hold on fomething out of fight. 

So hope has an invifible objet and foundation. ‘ What aman 
feeth, why doth he yet hope for ?’ The great objeé of the believ- 
er’s hope is the everlafting enjoyment of heavenly felicity. ‘he 
: | foundation 
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foundation, on which it retts, is the unchangeable veracity and 
promife of God. Inthe promifes of his gracious covenant, which 
are confirmed by oath, God, who cannot lie, has pledged his ve- 
racity for the fecurity and comfort of his adopted children. Hav- 
ing {uch an immoveable bafis, the believer’s hope is both fure and 
fieadfaf. The immutable promife and truth of God feeure to the 
Chriftian the grand object of his hope, even the eternal falvation 
of his foul, without the poflibility of failure. The ele& of God 
are the objects of his everlafing love ; and the death, refurrection 
and interceflion of Chrift will infallibly procure them the heavenly 
inheritance to which they are entitled. 
- A thip well anchored is deemed fecure. 

The foul, whofe hope is in Chrift, according to the gofpel, fhall 
forever abide in fafety. Hope is defigned for the itability and 
encowragement of the people of God in this flate of trial. When 
, the redeemed foul arrives at the celeftial haven, where there is 
nothing to intercept its profpect of heavenly glories, and near its fe- 
licity, hope is fuperfeded by perfeét vifion and enjoyment. But 
while toffed on this tempeftuous fea of life, the foul is in need of 
an anchor both fure and fteadfaft. Anchored in Chrift, it may 
defy the rage of tempefts and the violence of waves. Though 
winds of temptation, and ftorms of perfecution mfe and beat upon 
the foul; though the fwelling billows of adverfity and forrow 
break over it, they {pend their rage for nought. In this confi- 
dence and fecurity of hope, Paul could exult and fay, “ J am per- 
fuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor hejght, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, fball be able to feparate us from the love of God, 
which is in Chrift Fefus our Lord. 

4. Ananchor not only fecures the fhip from deftruétion, but 
preferves her fready. 

The foul, which has a good hope in Chrift, is feadfafl and immove- 
able, in proportion to the depth it enters. Chriltian ftability, which 
confifts in eftablifhment in the truth, peace of confcience, patience 
in affliction, and perfeverance in duty, is one of the moft beautiful 
and ufeful of gracious attainments. He, who has fuch an anchor 
to his foul, beholds, with compaflion, the hepelefs finner and the 
fluctuating faint. Not turned about by every wind of doétrine, 
nor floating from wave to wave as the adverfe winds of fentiment 
fhift the currents of popular opinion, he is diftinguifhed by firm- 
nefs in gofpel truth and uniformity of Chriftian praétice. Hav- 
ing the glory of God for his polar ftar, Jefus for his matter, and 
the Bible for his compafs and chart, he maintains his fteady 
courfe, while unftable fouls are driven by every wind and tofled 
by every wave. The farther the believer’s anchor enters, or the 
deeper the hold it takes in Chrift, the greater is his ftability. The 
fuperficial believer is wavering in las sentiments and practice, in- 
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conftant in his affection and zeal, and frequently does more injury 
than good to the church and caufe of Chriit. By his inftability 
he forfeits his claim to confidence and injures his own foul. 
Though every renewed perfon will be finally faved, yet fome will 
Suffer Bits, and be faved as dy fire, becaufe their works} proceeding 
' from errofeous principles, fhall be burnt up. | 
An anchor, to fecure the fhip, mutt be right caf. 
. Evangelical hope enters into that ‘within the vail, whither Fefus, 
eur forerunner, is for us entered. It anticipates the glorious things 
prepared in heaven for the heirs of promife, as a certain inheri- 
tance pofleffed in Jefus Chrift. Chriit is the grand procurer and 
appointed medium of every bleffing inéimeand eternity. Henee, 
by a figure, he is faid to be, in believers, the hope of glory. Thofe, 
who deny the divinity and all-fufficiency of Chrift, and expect fal- 
vation by their own righteoufnefs, will inevitably fail in the obje@ 
of their hopes, and eventually find, that their confidence is placed 
in refuges of lies. Chrift muft be all in all. 
The above remarks may furnifh a few brief reflections. 
1. It appears that the believer’s hope is exceedingly precious. 
It is diftinguifhed from worldly hopes by the excellency of its ob- 
ject, the ftability of its foundation, and the purity of its effeéts. 
While worldly hopes terminate on the vanifhing objets of fenfe, 
this is fixed on a ftate of eternal joy and glory, beyond the grave. 
While worldly hopes are built on the impotent, deceitful bafis 
of human defigns and efforts, this is founded on the almighty pow- 
er, the unchangeable truth, and the everlafting mercy of God, 
through the grace, blood, righteoufnefs and interceflion of his Son. 
While worldly hopes ftupify and carnalize the foul, and vitiate 
the life, this tends to raife the foul fuperior to thefe fading objects, 
_and to mould it more and more into the perfect image of Chritt. 
This is the hope, which will never make its pofleflor afhamed ; 
which has the almighty God for a refuge, and his everlafting 
arm for a fupport. Let every one who indulges a hope of 
glory, bring it to a thorough and impartial teft. It is a 
momentous inquiry, and calls for the moft ferious examina- 
tion—Am I poffefled of a well grounded hope of falvation? 
Reader, if you have this hope, you are prepared for, confola- 
tion and ftability in life, vidtory in death, jultification in judg- 
ment, and glory in eternity. But if your hope be falfe, you 
will be unftable in life, fearful and difappointed at death, 
condemned and fpeechlefs at judgment, hopelefs and miferable in 
eternity. If, therefore, you regard the welfare of your foul, will 
you not faithfully examine the nature and ground of your hope? 
But how fhall this be done? The belt way to judge .of the 
nature of a tree is by the fruit it produces. The only way to 
know the nature of an invifible fountain is by the quality of the 
ftreams tt fends forth. In like manner, you muft afcertain the na- 
ture 
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ture and ground of your hope by its fruits. Genuine hope is at- 
tended by a train of other graces. Tribulation worketh patience, 

tience experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not afbamed. 
Why? Becaufe the love of God is foed abroad in the heart. Holy love 
is the divine principle created in the foul, at regeneration, which 
produces hope, and every other grace of the Spirit. Unlefs you 
have evidence, therefore, that you are Jorn again of the incorrupti- 
ble feed of the Spirit, you mult relinquifh your hope. But you 
can have no evidence of a new birth, any further than you bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. Are you humble, meek, patient, and 
prayerful? Do you love God fupremely, and extend your affec- 
tion for mankind, even to your enemies? Are you rooted and 
grounded in the truth, anxious to reclaim the erroneous and eftab- 
jith the wavering ? Is it your reigning defire and delight, to imi- 
tate the example of the lowly Jeius, by perfevering piety towards 
God and benevolence towards men? He that hath this hope purifieth 
himfelf even as he is pure. Inftead of leading to licentioufnefs, it 
has a purifying influence on the heart and life. It alfo infpires 
the foul with {piritual life and activity. Hence it is called a /ively 
hope. Inftead of flothfulnefs, it produces fervency of fpirit in the 
fervice of the Lord. If you have theie and other correfponding 
graces of the Spirit, you may rejoice in hope of the glory of God. But, 
alas! how melancholy to have the groundlef$ hope of the hyp- 
ocrite, which, in the day of trial, will give up the ghof ! 

2. How great is the folly and madnefs of thofe, who remain 


without a genuine hope! This precious hope is fet before the im- - 


penitent, but they prefumptuoufly refufe to lay hold of it. Re- 
flec&t, a moment, on the perilous condition of hopelefs, Chriftlefs 
finners. Suppofe a merchant, poffefled of an immenfe treafure, 
and unacquainted with the ocean and navigation, fhould put all 
his wealth into a fhip, go on board himfelf, {pread the fails, and 
launch into the tracklefs ocean, without either chart, or compafs, 
or anchor, or matter, or rudder, or ballaft, or provifion. He is 
hound to a diftant port, and the paflage is dangerous. While the 
wind holds in the fame point, and the current fets in his favour, 
he may fail fwiftly and well. But winds and currents are not in- 
variable, neither is it always day. Night foon approaches; it isa 
ftormy night. The fun is funk far below the horizon.« The moon 
and ftars are hid behind the rifing tempeft. The firmament is 
veiled in darknefs. Forked lightnings difcover a thoufand fright- 
ful objects and increafe the horror of the fcene. The thunder 
rolls in dreadful peais. The ocean heaves its breaking furges, 
and watery deftruction yawns to receive its prey. Where 
now is the merchant with his treafure? On the mercy of the 
mercilefs tempeft. The fhip, the treafure, and the infatuated 
ewner are ingulfed, alas! in the fatal bowels of the deep. Is not 
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this as true a picture of the aftonifhing prefumption, deplorable 
ftate, and miferable end of thofe, who live without a genuine hope 
and without God in the world? Let every impenitent perfon 


make the application, forefee the evil, and flee into the ark. 
| COGNATUS. 


— €D 2 - 


KING SOLOMON’S CHARIOT. 


King Solomon made himfelf a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. He made 
. the pillars thereof of filver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering 
it of purple, the midft thereof being paved with love, for the daugh- 
ters of Ferufalem. Sol. Songs iii. g, 10. 


THIS probably reprefents the fame thing with Jacob’s ladder, 
and the way by which Solomon went up to the houfe of the Lord, 
which the queen of Sheba admired fo much, even the way of fal- 
vation. The chariot was made of the wood of Lebanon, very dura- 
ble ; for the covenant by Chrilt is an everlafling covenant, ordered in 
allthings and fure. The pillars thereof of flver, a precious metal, the 
whiteft and brighteft of a// metals; reprefenting the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrilt, which, in the affair of our falvation, is, as it were, 
the pillar, that fupports the building, and which is precious and 
perfectly pure and bright. The bottom thereof of gold, reprefenting 
Chrift’s divinity, and the infinite dignity of his perfon, which is the 
precious foundation of every thing that belongs to the falvation of 
Chrift ; the foundation on which ftands the infinite merit and fuf- 
ficiency of his righteoufnefs. - The ftones for the foundation of the 
temple were coftly ftones; and the foundation, which God lays in 
Zion, is fpoken of asa precious ftone. Ifa. xxviii, 16. | The fame 
was reprefented by the golden altar (reprefenting Chrift’s right- 
eoufnefs, ) upon which incenfe was offered, and whence it afcend- 
ed up to God. The covering of the chariot was of purple, reprefent- 
ing the fufferings and propitiation of Chrift, by which believers 
are fheltered from the wind and ftorm of God’s wrath. The fame 
was reprefented by the covering of the tabernacle, made of rams’ 
fkins, (the v<ins of rams offered in facrifice) died red. This cov- 
ering refted on the filver pillars and the foundation of gold; fo 
the fufficiency of Chrift’s fufferings depends on his innocency and 
the perfection of his righteoufnefs performed in his going through 
his fuffering ; and on the infinite dignity of his perfon. The midf 
thereof was paved with love for the daughters of Ferufalem. tis faid 
that the bottom thereof was gold. Chri/?’s divinity and infinite dig- 
nity is the foundation of that redemption that Chrilt wrought out ; 
and yet, the pavement is faid to be love to the daughters of Jeru- 
falem. in fome refpects, free and fovereign grace, and eternal 
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electing love to - that were to be believers, is the foundation 


of redemption. This is the foundation of every thing belongin 
to it as for them, direéted for them, prepared for them, and. appli- 
edtothem. Every thing that was contrived for them, and done 
for the redemption and falvation of believers, and every benefit 
they have by it, is wholly and perfectly from: the free, eternal, 
diftinguifhing love, and infinite grace of Chrift.towards them. 
We read’of God’s chariot of falvation, Heb. iii. 8.” 





NOTE ON A TEXT OF SCRIPTURE. 
Acts. vii, 20. Jn which time Mofes was born, &c. 


‘“ PHARAQH’s ediét to deftroy the male children of the He- 
brews was the occafion of bringing Mofes into his houfe, by 
which he had an education, which fitted him to deliver his people ; 
fo that all Pharaoh did, turned againft himfelf, and ferved to work 
his own deftruction and to work deliverance for that people, which 
he fought to deftroy. ‘Thus Pharaoh was taken in his own {nare, 
and fell into the pit which he had digged. Pharaoh in this was 
an eminent type of the devil. He fought to put Chrift to death, 
and by this mean Chrift was brought, as it were, into the territo- 
ries and Houfe of the devil. By which mean) Chrift accomplifhed 
his own defigns and wrought that deliverance which was predicted, 
and which could be brought about no other way, and to prevent 
which, Satan did: what he did.” [Prefident Epwarps’ MS. 








Selected. 


THE PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS INTERCOURSE. 


‘THE virtuous man is not haunted by envy and ill will, by 
pride and vanity, by bafe ends and tricks, by fecret reproaches 
and anxieties; no, wherever he goes he is accompanied by benev- 
olence and love, complacency in whatever is beautiful and good, 
and delight in all beauty and goodnefs; he is accompanied by a 
Guiet and contented heart, a good confcience, a modeft affurance 
in the company of his brethren. He comes neither to perfons whom 
he has injured, affronted, eftranged, or whom he intends to hurt, or 
whofe difpleafure, and refentment he has reafon to dread, nor to 
any againft whom he nourifhes hatred and animofity in his heart, 
whom he cannot abfolutely endure, whom he is not ready to par- 
don, to fuccour, to benefit. In his intercourfe with others, he has 
no need to fear difgrace or reproaches, has no need to impofe on 
himfelf any troublefome reftraints, carefully to veil and conceal 


his thoughts and intentions, nor to: court refpect and attention, 
Volk. V. No. 10. Yr “ROW 
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now under one mafk, and then under another. He can without 
any danger fhew himfelf as he is, fpeak as he thinks, adét in con- 
formity with his character ; and the confcioufnefs of his integrity 
diverts even any unjuft cenfure or undeferved negleé&, he may oc- 
cafionally meet with, of its principal force. The lefs claims he 
lays to outward diftinétiions, the more he prefers reality to appear- 
ance, what is perfonal to what is borrowed, the effential to the 
accidental, fo much the lefs liable is he to affronts, and flights in 
fociety, fo much more calmly and fully does he enjoy the agree- 
ablenefs of it. The lefs invidioufly and partially he views all the 
beautiful and the good that others have and do, fo much the 
greater fatisfagtion, and fo much the furer fatisfaction does the 
fight of it procure him, fo much greater is conftantly the prepon- 
derance of the fenfations of pleafure and joy, over the fenfations of 
difpleafure, and of diffatisfaétion in his heart. He that has ever 
enjoyed this pleafure of converfing with his brethren with freedom 
and vivacity, muft confefs it to be very great and defirable. And 
who enjoys it fo pure, fo complete, as the virtuous man ?” 


———at GD 


SOLITUDE FRIENDLY TO RELIGIOUS REFLEC- 
TION AND QUIETUDE OF MIND. 


“ BUT folitude muft become ftill dearer to us, if we confider 
that we there feel the being of God, and his nearnefs far more in- 
timately and acutely than it is poflible for us in other circum- 
ftances todo. Indeed he is every where prefent, every where 
near, near to every one of us, he pervades and animates all, he 
works in all, and by all, and the fentiment of him never abfolute- 
ly forfakes the wife man and the Chriftian, even in the noife and 
hurry of focial life. He has the Lord always before him. But 
how frequently will this greateft, this moft bleffed of all fenti- 
ments, be obfcured by the unavoidable diftraéticns, and bu‘inefles 
which engrofs our whole attention! How feldom can we enter- 
tain it properly, or dwell long enough upon it! How much of- 
tener is it then only like a feeble, tranfient gleam, or the cold, 
unfruitful light of the moon, than the ftrong beams of the fun, 
warming, invigorating, illuminating and enlivening nature! No, 
only in the filence of folitude, only in thofe folemn moments when 
all around us is ftill, when we hear nothing in nature but the 
voice of God, do we learn to obferve the revelations of the De- 
ity within us and without us, fee ourfelves furrounded with the ef- 
fects of his power and goodnefs, and cordially feel that he is not 
far from every one of us, that he is all inall. There our reflections 
are perfpicuous and certain. If I be, then Godis. If I be and 
operate here, then God, by whom I fubfift and live, is and operates 
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here. Am I encompaffed by creatures all around me, by beauties, 
by bleffings and powers? Then'am I encompaffed all around by 
God, the father of thefe creatures, the fource of thefe beauties and 
powers, the giver and preferver of thefe bounties. Where force, 
where motion, where life, where intelligence, where freedom, and 
activity is, there is God; there he reveals himfelf, there he acts, 
- What can I think, and will, and do, and enjoy, that does not af- 
ford me a demonftration of the exiftence and the prefence of God, 
without whom nothing is, and nothing will be, nothing can be, 
and nothing happen ! No, I have no need to foar into the heights 
of heaven, to fearch for him, the Omniprefent, nor to dive into 
the abyflesof the deep, neither to look for him in this or that 
particular fpot of his immeafurable domain; he is in the height 
and in the depth, among the hymning choirs of fuperior fpirits, 
and in the midft of his worfhippers on earth. He is here, and at 
the fame time there, in me, and in each of his creatures. And 
now, when thefe thoughts are ftrong and vigorous in me, when I 
thus feel the nearnefs of my God, my Creator, and Father, feel 
that I live, and move, and am in him, what a light muft not 
then diffude itfelf upon all things around me! What the cares, and 
what the troubles that will not then vanifh away! What hopes, 
what aflurance, what joy will not then pervade and animate my ° 
frame! What a foretafte not blefs me of purer and everlafting 
pleafure ! And fhall not the folitude which promifes and pro- 
_ cures me fo much, be dear to me?” 


mm Se 


MR. HOBBY’S ADVICE TO HIS PEOPLE FROM THE 
GRAVE. 


Dearly beloved in Fefus Chrift, 


BEFORE thefe lines reach you, the hand that writes them will 
be mouldering in the duft. Receive them, not as from mine 
houfe upon earth ; but within it, dated from the grave, that houfe 
appointed for you and all the living. Dead Abel yet fpeaketh,— 
he only fpeaketh, that he may bring you to that precious blood 
which fpeaketh better things than the blood of Abel, crying aloud 
for pardon, peace, reconciliation and falvation. God is my wit- 
nefs, you were my paft concern; God grant you may be my fu- 
ture joy. That concern, and the hope of this joy, is the caufe of 
thefe lines, which as they find you now looking towards a refettle 
ment, fo are defigned through divine grace, to-affift you therein, 

Realize, my dearly beloved, that it is a great work you are 
entering upon, and a great blefling that you ftand in need of. 
Look upon your families, look upon your dear children, that you 
mult quickly leave behind you, and with the moft importunate 
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concern realize how greatly their fafety, welfare, comfprt and 
happinefs, for time and for eternity, may turn upon your receiv. 
ing fuch a blefling. Realize again, the oppofition you are likely 
to meet with in your way to it. My death, I doubt not, gives Sa- 
tan more life. The fcythe that cuts down God’s minifters makes 
way for the enemy to fow tares, and furnifhes him with the prof. 
pect of a large harveft. Oh! be ftrongly on your guard again 
a mind prepared to receive them. And therefore put away all 
en anger, envy, felfifhnefs and the like, fuch-like tempers are 

is hope, and your amazing danger. Yet however greatly con- 
cerned, be not diftrefled. God liveth, God loveth, and Chrift 
intercedeth. A proper concern for yourfelves is a proof of the 
divine concern for you ; and while the blood of Chrift is precious 
to you, fear not that he will leave you deftitute of a faithful paf- 
tor, the purchafe of that blood. That you may obtain which, let 
me folemnly charge you to begin with prayer, and fafting, and 
humiliation. God hays his beams in the waters ; fo muft you too, 
in the deep waters of repentance, if you would have him dwell 
with you, in that houfe of his, which is the church. From him 
cometh every good gift, and efpecially that great good, a pattor 
after his own heart. But he will be fought to for it. Oh go to 
him, and be glad that you may do fo. Pour out your tears and 
your fouls into his bofom. Confefs your fins before him, partic- 
ularly whatever has been amifs in your conduét towards your 
former paftors: And efpecially your careleffnefs to profit by 
their miniftrations. Acknowledge God’s juftice in taking them 
away, and your own unworthinefs of another. Yet plead with 
him, his goodnefs, his mercy, his promife, and that how great 
foever is your unworthinefs, the more divinely bright will his 
grace appear in overcoming it. You mutt fee your own unwor- 
thinefs of fuch a bleffing, if you may expeéct to receive it; and 
your acknowledging that unworthinefs is the way to the blefling. 
Not only pray, but continue in prayers. Feel your own want, 
and wreftle with God for the fupply of it. Wreftle till you pre- 
vail. If you will take no denial, God will give you no refufal, 
There is a kind of omnipotency in prayers, yea, may I not fay, it 
overcomes Omnipotence itfelf, difarms God of his anger, and ex- 
torts that language from him, Command ye me. 

And now having fought to God: In the next place take coun- 
fel of men ; efpecially of the minifters of Chrift round about you ; 
many of whom, bleffed be God, are of amiable capac.ty, gracious 
integrity, and who will naturally care for your ftate. But beware 
of poor, lowfpirited, felfifh, and falfe advifers. Be well advifed in 
yourfelves in order to your receiving the belt advice of others. 
And now fuppofing you to have made application to fome gentle- 
man with a view to fettle—be ye ‘watchful. Be watchful over 
yourfelves, againft all prejudice, one way or another. an 
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be watchful over your affections; thefe often blind the under- 
ftanding, and bribe the judgment. Do not judge of a minitter 
as you do of a bell, by the mere found, nor by mere outward ap- 
earances; fuch as air, manner, addrefs, delivery and the like. 
Thefe, however pleafing, are but the mere work of nature, or the 
bufinefs of art. It is not all gold that gliftens. Take heed how 
ye hear. In the next place be watchful of him. Watch narrow- 
ly his preaching. ‘Take heéd what you hear. Examine whether 
his preaching be clofe, pungent and particular; or only large, 
vague and general ; whether, by bringing in bad principles, he do 
not corrupt the truth of Chrift, and endanger your fouls; or 
whether he do not cunningly conceal his principles for the prefent, 
that fo he and his bad principles may creep in unawares together. 
Do you hear any thing of the imputation of Adam’s fin, and of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, the depravity of man’s nature, and the ne- 
ceflity of efficacious grace ; doth he preach Chrift, as the all in all 
of man, his wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification and redemption ; 
if not, fhun him as you would a peft. Again, be watchful over 
his conduét, whether it difcovers fincerity and honefty, wifdom and 
prudence, the reafon of a man, the judgment of a {cholar, the 
grace of a Chriftian, and the exemplarinefs of a minifter. Again, 
be watchful to know his principles as a divine: Here let me 
charge you, as you will anfwer it at the great day, that you do not 
fettle in the dark, for never was greater need of fuch a charge, 
than at this day ;-becaufé never greater danger of the gofpel of 
God’s grace ; it being perverted into a gofpel without any grace 
at all. You have a right to know his principles: And if you 
neglect this right, I fear God is blinding in order to deftroy you, 
Remember how and what you*‘have received and heard, and hold 
faft. Religion, I am confident, will be likely to live, as thofe doc- 
trines, which for diftinétion fake, are called Calviniftic, live, or fo 
die, as they die. And if upon examination of the matter you find 
that the man’s principles are not fettled, I befeech you fettle not 
yet the man. Once more, be watchful not only that the princi- 
ples of the man be good, but that he be alfo a good man himfelf ; 
that he have a good heart, as well as a good head.. Endeavour 
that the man of your choice be alfo one whom the Lord hath 
chofen to himfelf. God may indeed make ufe of a bad man to 
bring about good defigns ; but it is not likely that one who is but 
a veffel in which has no pleafure, fhould be ufed as a veffel of hon- 
our to bear God’s name and grace unto his people; no, fuch an 
one is a chofen veffel ; them that honour God, will God honour, 
However, much caution and modefty is to be ufed in this matter, 
and much Chriftian charity ; for though it would be egregious 
folly in you to commit the care of your fouls to one that manifeft. 
ed no care of his own; yet there may be much cenforiovfnefs in 
determining that he has no fuch care, or doth not manifeft it, 
And 
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And where there is this cenforioufnefs, there is always pride’; and 
where pride, there is a demonitration that you have not taken 
fufficient care of your own fouls. Here therefore let your zeal be 
accompanied with the meeknefs of wifdom. Prudence is profita- 
ble to direct. Furthermore, in order to obtain this defired bleffing, 
not only watch and pray, confult and advife, but alfo wait too. 
Such a mine is not eafily dug. Such a blefling not prefently.ob- 
tained. Guard therefore againft all-precipitancy. Take time and 
you will not only do it the better, but do it the fconer. A few 
months may deceive you into anxiety, when a longer time may 
open your eyes to your full quiet and fatisfaction. The apoftle 
requires that a deacon be firft proved or tried. Of how much 
more grand importance is it that a gofpel bifhop fhould be fo. 
How immenfe the riches committed to their truft. I humbly 
truft that the minifters of Chrift will be careful that they do not 
lay hands fuddenly upon any man. And I folemnly charge 
you, as from the world of eternity, that you do not lift up your 
thands fuddenly for any man. 

And now, my beloved people, to haflen to a long farewell. 

Having given you that advice, which my love and concern for 
you have infpired, and which I am perfuaded the Spirit of God 
approves, and in the humble hope that you will obtain the bledf- 
ing I fo earneftly defire for you; let me requeft and demand in 
the name of Chrift, my dear Matter, that you think nothing too 
much to do for fuch a paftor; and did you know the heart of 
a minifter, you would think fo indeed, and by every method, en- 
deavour to footh and eafe it. Before you receive thefe lines, I 
fhall be free from the danger of a felfifh fpirit myfelf, and the fuf- 
pition of it in you. It is your intereft I am feeking, and if you 
are dear to your paftor, as you will be if you choofe fuch an one as 
Ihave pointed out, Oh! let him be dear to you; if he preaches to 
‘you the true gofpel, he defervesto live of the gofpel. ‘Though 
he can merit nothing of his Mafter, yet he in his name merits 
much of you. If he fows to you in fpiritual things, do not think 
it much if he reap of your carnal things. A rich miniftry, I readi- 
ly grant, has always been the bane of religion; but let me affure 
you, that an impoverifhed miniftry always will be fo. Beware ot 
Jeroboam’s pricfts, left, difcontented with their condition, they 
become Jeroboams themfelves. Let your minifter have enough 
to keep him clofe in his ftudy, that he may ferve God and you 
without diltraction ; to give honourably to him is to do honour 
to God, and get good to yourfelves. And now, having vented 
the love of a friend, and the heart of a paftor, hearken to my laf 
words, which {peak to you in this wife. 

Dearly beloved, fee that you fall not out by the way. Be of one 
mind as far as poflible: if not, be of one heart.’ Put on as the 
ele&t of God, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, 
meeknefs, 
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meeknefs, long-fuffering, — one another, forgiving one 
another ; if any man have a quarrel again{t any, even .as Chrift 
forgave you, fo alfo do ye; and above all thefe things, put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectnefs, and let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts. To whofe blefling I earneftly commend you 
in Chrift Jefus, praying that all you, and I, may meet at his right 
hand, and {pend an eternity in praifing him, and God his Father 
for him, 
This is the laft farewell of your once affeflionate Paffor, 
Witiiam Hospy, 
Now no more 


Messrs. Eprrors, 

The inclofed obfervations are taken from the introdudion of Dr. Bel- 
lamy’s excellent * Effay on the Glory of the Gofpel of Chrift.” Should 
you pleafe to publifh them in your valuable Magazine, it is believed they 
will be pleafing and profitable to the moft of your readers. © Seratan, 


THERE are, perhaps, few; if arry, among the various feéts and 
parties of profefling Chriftians, but that will readily give their 
affent to this propofition: ‘* He who underftands the gofpel of Je- 
fus Chrift, fees it in its glory, believes it to be true with all his 
heart, and is affected and aéts accordingly, is a true Chriftian, and 
will finally inherit eternal life.’ But put the queftion, What is the 
gofpel of Chrift ? And let each one for himfelf, learned and unlearn- 
ed, throughout Chriftendom, give an an{wer, and it will be found 
that there is a great variety of opinions. And that the learned 
differ as much as the unlearned. And that the /cemingly devout 
and religious differ as much as the more loofe and profane. The 
more any man acquaints himfelf with the ftate of the Chriftian 
world, at home and abroad, the more he converfes with men and 
buoks, the more clearly will he difcern this to be the true ftate of 
the cafe. And now what fhall be done? 

To fay, in this cafe, “ That notwithftanding circumftantial 
differences, the body of profeffing Chriftians agree in the main, 
and we mutt not be fo exaét, metaphyfical and nice,” is the fame 
as to fay, Let your ideas be fo general, confufed and indeterminate, 
about matters of religion, as that you may not diltinély difcern 
the differences which do in faé& take place: And be fo very un- 
concerned about your eternal intereft, as not to think it worth 
your while to look things to the bottom. Go on eafy in this way, 
and cry out againft and condemn all exact thinking and clear 
reafoning in matters of religion, as metaphyfics, an hocus pocus 
word, to blacken an inquiring difpofition, and to juftify an 
aftonifhing inattention, in a “ matter of infinite and everlafting 
concern.” And this, while all men of fenfe agree to commend the 
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moft exact thinkmg and clear reafoning, on any other fubje&, but 
that of religion. , 

To fay * it ‘is no matter what men’s principles be, if their lives 
are but good,” is the fame as tofay, * Paganifm and Mahome.- 
tanifm are as fafe ways to heaven as Chriltianity,’’ which is down- 
right infidelity. : 

To fay, “ Good men may differ; there are more ways to 
heaven than one, all equally fafe ; itis needlefs to be at pains to 
to look things to the bottom,” is much the fame as to fay, “ Let 
every one fincerely live up to his own fcheme, and he will be fafe.” 
Which again will land one on the fhorfes of infidelity. 

When our bleffed Saviour fent his apoftles abroad into the 
world, it was with this commiflion: Go preach the gofpel to every 
creature, and he that believeth (the very gofpel I fend you to preach) 
and is baptifed fhall be faved: But he that believeth not (the very 
gofpel I fend you to preach) /hall be damned. And according to this 
commiflién, they went and preached, and gathered churches, and 
then faid, not from an uncharitable difpofition, but merely view- 
ing things in the light of their Mafter’s words: We know that we 
are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedne/s. And when falfe 
teachers arofe, and endeavoured to accommodate the gofpel fcheme 
a little better to the talte, the natural tafte of mankind, the very 
chief of the apoftles, as it were, ftepped forth in the view of the 
whole Chriftian world, and with an aflurance and folemnity, be- 
coming one infpired by Heaven, faid, but though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gofpel unto you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accurfed. As we faid before, fo fay [ now again, if 
any man preach any other gofpel unto you, than that ye have received, let 
him be accurfed. Gal. i.8,9. “ But what fhall I do?” fays a 
poor, ignorant, benighted foul, anxious for his eternal welfare. 
“‘ Were all learned, reiigious fort of men agreed, I fhould think, I 
might fafely believe as they believe. But now I am perfedtly dif- 
concerted and confounded. And isit likely fuch a poor, ignorant 


‘ creature as I am, fhould ever find the truth, and fee to the bottom 


of thefe controverfies, fo as to know what is right and what is 
wrong ? What fhall I do?” 

Were the differences fubfifting in the Chriftian world really 
owing toany obicurity in divine revelation itfelf, 1 do not fee how 
poor, ignorant people could be to blame in being thus at a lofs. 
Or indeed if after all they fhould happen to believe wrong, to 
miftake fome falfe gofpel for the true one, I do not fee how they 
could be to blame, much lefs fo n:uch, fo very much to blame, as 
to merit eternal damnation. When therefore our blefled Saviour 
fo peremptorily declares, ‘* He that believeth not fhall be damned,” 
let him be who he will, among all mankind, who {hall hear the 
gofpel, it isa complete demonftration, that in the judgment of our 
bleffed Saviour, the gofpel revelation is quite plain enough, upon a 
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level with even vulgar capacities ; fo that it cannot be mifunder- 
ftood or mifbelieved, by any individual, unle({s the fault is in him- 
felf. Yea, unlefs he is fo greatly to blame in the affair, as juftly to 
merit eternal damnation. ‘l'o fay otherwife, is to charge our 
Saviour with injuftice, in denouncing eternal damnation againft 
every unbeliever. Which, again, is no better than downp»ight 
infidelity. 

“ But, how can thefe things be ?”? may an inquifitive reader fay ; 
“ For if the gofpel of Chrift were fo clearly revealed in the facred 
writings, how unaccountable is it, that the Chriltian world fo great. 
ly differ?” Not unaccountable at all, only granting what muft be 
granted, or Chriftianity be given up, that the true gofpel of Chrift, 
contains a fyftem of fentiments, diametrically oppofite to every 
vicious bias in the human heart. Such a fyftem it contains, or it 
did not come from God. And if it does contain fuch a fyftem, 
then, fo long as the generality of mankind are under the influence 
of their vicious biaffes, they will naturally /eek darkne/s rather than 
ight ; {elf juftifying error, rather than felf condemning truth ; and 
itis well known how apt men are to believe that to be ¢rue, which 
they wih to have fo, in other matters, befides that of religion. Befides, 
Tell me whence was it, that, in the apoitolic age; whence was 
it, that, in the very days of miracles and in{piration, profefled 
Chriftians began to differ ? Was it becaufe the facred w ritings were 
obf{cure ? Why then did they not inquire at the mouths of the 
apoftles, who were yet alive, and who agreed among themfelves ? 
Nay, inquire at the apolftles’ mouths! Jndeed, no! ‘Vhey would 
rather call their infpiration in queltion, than to fubmit to ¢heir 
decifion. St. Paul found himielf fo vigoroufly oppofed by falfe 
teachers among the Galations, that with all his miracles, iniptrations, 
and elaborate reafonings, he could not keep up the credit of his 
{cherme, no, not even among his own converts, who once were 
ready to pluck out their eyes for him, rather in endeavouring to 
keep the truth up, his own credit funk by the means. Gal. iv. 16. 
And a little before his death, after full exper.ence of the nature of 
error and delufion, he plainly tells his fon Timothy, that the cafe 
with fome was really hopelefs; faying, evil men and feducers fhall 
wax worfe and worfe, deceiving and being deceived. 2 ‘Lim. ili. 13. 
And while the apoftles were, fome of them yet living, numbers of 
their converts actually feparated from their churches, numbers of 
their gracele/s converts, I mean. 1 Johnii. 1g. They went out from us, 
but they were not of us ; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us. 

Now it cannot be pretended there was any want of external light 
and evidence, needful to difcern and afcertain the truth, in that age ; 
and, neverthelefs, matters began to work then very much as they 
have all along fince. Itis not, therefore, through want of light and 
Vol. V.No. to. Zz evidence 
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evidence externally held forth, that men have gone into error, in 
one age and another, who have had the Bible in their hand ; but ic 
has been entirely owing to the vicious ftate of their minds. And 
therefore St. Paul reckons herefies among the works of the fle/b, and 
gives them a place along with adultery, fornication, witchcraft, murder, 
drunkennefs, &c. as being criminal in the fame fenfe with them. Gal. 
V. 19, 20, 21. . 

And indeed the fum and fubftance of the gofpel may be reduced 
to two or three points, which muft be ina manner felf-evident toa 


* mind rightly difpofed ; or to ufe our Saviour’s words, to thofe who 


have a good and honeft heart. Yor-.as all Chriftians were baptized in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, fo right 

apprehenfions of the charaéter and offices of thefe three, is the fum 

of all Chriftian knowledge. For he who believes God the Father, 

the Supreme Governor of the world, to be by nature God, and abfo- 
lutely perfect, an infinitely glorious and amiable Being, infinitely 
worthy of that fupreme love and honour, and univerfal obedience, 
which the divine law requires at our hands, and that confequently 

his law is holy, jufl and good: And he who believes that God the 
Son, the expre/s image of the Father, became incarnate, and died to do 
honour to the divine law, was fet forth to be a propitiation to de- 
clare his Father’s righteoufne/s, that be might be juft, and yet the juftifer 
of the believer ; and he who believes that God, the Holy Ghoft, is 
appointed to be an Enlightener and Sanctifier, to bring finners to 
underftand the truth, fee it in its glory, believe, love, and obey it : 
He who underftands and believes thefe points, cannot fail to under- 
ftand and believe all the reft ; for all doctrinal, experimental, and 
practical religion, naturally refults from thefe fundamental truths. 
Befides, thefe fundamental truths give light to each other ; fo that 
if once the glory of God, the Supreme Governor of the world, is 
feen, the reafon and nature of his law will be plain: and if that is 
plain, the defign of the incarnation and death of the Son of God 
will be evident ; and then the whole gofpel plan will naturally open 
to view, and appear to contain a complete fyftem of religious fenti- 
ments, harmonious and confiftent throughout, perfeé& in glory and 
beauty. And while we diicern the oppofition of this fyftem of 
truths to every vicious bias in the human mind, the nature and ne- 
eeflity of the regenerating and fanétifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit to bring us rightly to underftand the gofpel, fee it in its glo- 
ry, and love and practife it, will be eafly difcerned. And at the fame 
time every one well acquainted with his own heart may difcern 
the true fource of all the various errors which have been broach- 
ed in the Chriltian world; for the root’ of them all is in the hear 


' ef every child of Adam. : 


To affiit the candid, inquifitive reader to look down into the bot- 
tom of truth and error, and fee things in their original fources, and 

~ a their mutual connexions, that the true {cripture fcheme may 
rife 
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rife into clear view, and the firft {pring of all the chief errors now 
in vogue may be clearly difcerned, is the defign of the following 
fheets. “ 

The reafonings are ndt built upon here and there a fcripture 
text, detached from its connexion with its context, to carry away ~ 
the reader’s mind with the mere found of words; rather all the 
reafonings are at bottom founded on fcripture facts, viewed in a 
{cripture light, fas which cannot be denied without giving up 
our baptifm and overthrowing Chriftianity by wholefale; anda 
chief defign is, to lead all parties, if they will but attend to the fub- 
ject, to fee that the great dottrines of the gofpel are not difputable 
points, yea, fo far from it, that there is no confiftent medium be- 
tween the ancient apoftolic Chriftianity and infidelity.” 


SUBJECTS FOR CHRISTIAN CONFERENCES. 


Messrs. Epirors, 


| The importance and utility of Conference Meetings have been felt and ac- 
knowledged by Chriftians in every age of the church. If you think it 
will conduce to the pleafure and edification of fuch meetings to publifh 
the following Queftions on texts of fcripture, fuggefted by the Rev. 
John Willifon to a fociety of young men in Edinburgh, as Subjefs for 
their. Conference, you will gratify a conflant reader by inferting them 
in the Maff. Mif. Mag. E. 


FROM 44s ii. 37. Queftion. When may the heart be faid to 
be pricked and favingly convinced of fin? 

Fobn xvi.8. 2, What is the difference between the convictions 
of natural men, and thefe of true penitents ? 

La. xxvi. 18. Q, 1. Whence is it that convictions prove abor- 
tive? 9. 2. How to prevent this evil? 

1 Thef. v. 19. 2, How are perfons guilty of quenching the 

irit ? 

Luke xiii. 3. 2, What are the marks of repentance unto life ? 

Matt. v.4. 2, What are the marks of right mourning for fin ? 

Pfal. xcvii. 10. Q, What are the figns of true hatred of fin? 

Ezek, xxxvi. 26. Q, What are the evidences of a heart chang- 
ed from ftone to flefh? 

Pfal. \i. 17. Q, What is the broken heart that is fo accepta- 
ble to God ? 
e Tit.i. 1. Q, What aré the charaéters of the faith of God’s 

et ? 

Fobniii. 3. Q, What are the marks of the new birth ? a 

att. 
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Mat. xviii. 3. Q. Whoarethefe converts that are become as 
little children ‘ | 

Eph. ii. 1. Q > What are the figns of .a fpiritual refurrecion ? 

Matt.v 6. 2, Who are they that hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs ? : . 

Pfal. ix. 18. 9, Who are the poor and needy ones, whom 
God will not forget ? 

2 Cor. v. xvii. Q, What are the marks of anew creature? 

Matt. vii 24. Q, Who are they that build on a rock? 

Matt. vii. 26. Q. Who are they that build on the fand ? 

La. xxviii. 17. Q, What are the lying refuges which many de- 
ceive themfelves with ? 

Heb. vi. 18. 2, Who are thefe that have truly fled for refuge 
to Chrift ? 

Rom. x. 3. 2. Who are thefe that go about to eftablifh their 
own righteoufnels ? 

Matt.v. 16. Q, Wherein-our righteoufnefs muft exceed that of 
the Pharifees ? 

Phil. iti. 3. Q. 1. Who are thefe that worfhip God in the Spir- 
it? Q, 2. Who are they that rejoice in Chrift Jefus? 2.3. Who 
are they that have no confidence in themielves ? 

Luke i. 53. 2.1. Who are the hungry whom God fills with 
good things? Q, 2# Who are the rici he fends empty away? 

Ifa. \vi. 6. 2, What are the characters of thefe that have 
taken hold of God’s covenant ? 

2 Chron. xxx. 8. Q, Who are they that have truly yielded 
themfelves to the Lord? 

Phil. ii. 13. 2, How may we know if the wi// be renewed by 
the Spirit of God ? 

Matt. v.47. 2, Wherein muft we exceed the ordinary fort of 
profeffors of religion? _ 

Rom. vii. 24. 2, Who are the true wreftlers againft the body 
of death, or indwelling fin ? 

Gal.v.17. Q, What is the difference betwixt a renewed and 
unrenewed man’s ftruggling againft fin? 

Rom. viii. 7. 2. Who are the carnally minded, and who the 
{fpiritually minded? 

Phil. iti. 9. 2. What are the marks of thefe who are found in 
Chrift, and clothed with his righteoufnefs ? 

Fobn xv.5. Q, What are the evidences of a vital union with 
Chrift ? : 

2 Cor. ix. 15. 2, Whoare thefe that are truly thankful for a 
crucified Jefus ? 

Zech. xii. 10.. QY, Who are they that look in a right manner to 
a pierced Saviour ? 

Fobn xvii. 3. 2. What are the marks of‘ a faving knowledge 
of God and his Son Jefus Chrift ? 

Gal. 


1808.] Subjects for Chriftian Conferences. 381 


Gal. ii. 20. 9.1. What is it to live by faith upon the Son of 
God ? 2. 2. Howto live by faith on him in great trials? Q. 3. How 
to attain the affurance of Chrift’s love to us? 

Matt. vii. 17. 2, How to know if the fruit we bring forth be 
good or bad? 

Matt. v.16. 2. When our light may be faid to fhine before 
men, to the pratfe and glory of God? 

Fohn xii. 21. Q. What are the marks of a faving: fight of 
Chrift in ordinances ? 

Pfal. \xxxiv.10. Q. Why believers do fo highly efteem a day 
in God’s courts ? 

1 Pet. i. 7. YQ. 1. What is it in Chrift that is fo precious to 
believers? 2. 2. How may we know if he be truly precious to us? 
Rev. it. 4. Q. t. When our love may be faid to be decaying ? 

9.2. How to cure this decay ? 

2 Pet. iii. 18. Q.1. What are the beft means of growing in 
grace? Q. 2. What are the marks of a growing Chriftian ? 

James 1.6. Q. What is it to pray in faith? 

Jude v. 20. Q. 1. What is it to build up ourfelves on our moft 
holy faith? Q. 2. What is it to pray in the Holy Ghoft? 

Fude v. 2t. Q. By what means fhall we keep ourfelves in the 
love of God? 

Rom. viii. 16. Q. How doth the Spirit witnefs in us that we are 
God’s children ? 

Rom. viii. 26. Q. How doth the Spirit help our infirmities in 
prayer? 

Eph. iv. 30. Q. What is the Spirit’s fealing work in believers ? 

Hofta vi.4. Q.1. Whatis the caufe of the evanifhing of our 
good frames? Q. 2. How to prevent our lofing them? 

Pfal. xviii. 21. Who may fay they have not wickedly departed 
from their God ? 

Pfal. xviii. 23. Q. 1. How may we know our predominant fin? 
Q. 2. How fhall we conquer it? 

Rev. ili. 2. Q.1. What are the fymptoms of grace in decay ? 
Q. 2. What are the canfes of it? Q 3. What are the means of 
reviving it? 

Fob xxiii. 3, 8. Q. What courfe fhall they take, who have been 
Jong in darknefs, and cannot find God in duties or ordinances ? 

Fob xxii. 4. Q. What are the belt arguments to fill our mouths 
with in prayer? 

1 Pet.v. 5. Q. Who are thefe Chriftians that may be faid to be 
clothed with humility ? 

2 Cor. xii. 7. Q. How fhall we prevent fpiritual pride, and 
being lifted up with our attainments ? 

Pfal. xvii. 5. Q. How fhall we be kept from backflidings af- 
ter folemn engagements ? 


Pfal. 
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Pfal. xxx. 6. Q. How to prevent falling into fecurity after 
God’s kind dealings ? 

Gil. vi. 16. Q. How fhould we walk fo as to maintain peace 
with God and conicience ? : 

Pfal. \xxxv. 8. Q. How may we diftinguifh between a true 
and falfe peace of confcience ? 

_ Pfal. cxix. bg. Q. What is the character of one that may fay, 
Iam a ftranger in the earth? . 

Deut. xvii. 19. Q. How fhall we read the word with fpiritual 
advantage ? 

Heb. iv. 2. Q. 1. How fhall we hear the word preached, fo 
as to profit by it? Q. 2. What is it to mix faith with the hear- 
ing of the word ? 

Mat. vi. 6. Q. How fhall we manage fecret prayer aright ? 

2 Chron. xxx. 19. Q. What preparation of heart is neceflary 
for folemn ordinances ? 

1 Cor. xi. 24. Q. What kind of remembrance ought we to 
keep up of the death of our Redeemer? 

Heb. xi. 28. Q. How is faith to be exercifed in communi- 
cating ? 

Eph. vi. 24. Q. What are the characters of thefe who love 
our Lord Jefus in iincerity ? 

1 Fobn ii. 15. Q. What is that love of the world, that is in- 
confittent with the love of God? 

I Fobn iii. 14. Q. What are the marks of truc love to the 
brethren ? 

Mat. v.44. Q. When is our love to enemies of the right fort ? 

Mua. vi. 14. Q. How may we get our hearts brought to a 
forgiving difpofition ? 

Lev, xix. 17. Q. What is the right way of reproving our 
brother ? 

4 fiph, v..7- Q. How may we become partakers of other men’s 
ins! 

Heb, xii. 10. Q. Wha is afflittion for our profit ? 

Phil. i, 27. Q. Wha is our converfation as becometh the 
gofpel of Chrift ? 

Gal. vi.9. Q. How may we prevent our wearying in well- 
doing ? , 

1 Gor. x. 31. Q. How fhall we manage our natural and civel 
actions to the glory of God? 

‘Rom. x. 1. Q. What means may we ufe for the converfion of 
ethers? 

Mat, xxx. 6. Q. How fhould we meet and entertain Chrif, 
when coming by his Spirit to the finful land ? 

2 Tim. iv. 8. ‘Q. How fhall we attain to a real love of Chrift’s 


appearing ? 
HARMONY 
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HARMONY OF SCRIPTURE. 


SUCH a beantiful order and harmony fubfifts between the great 

and effential principles of Chriftianity, that, where it is wwely re- 
ceived and properly underftood, each doétrine is clearly feen to be 
intimately conneéted with the reft, in a manner which could not 
be conceived on a fuperficial acquaintance with divine truth. For 
example, were the doctrine of human depravity, and the ftrict 
requirements of God’s holy law, really felt and acknowledged, the 
Saviour, in whom we all profefs to believe, could be no longer 
thought of with indifference, and almoft difearded from modern 
pulpits : nor would the morality of Socrates and Plato be fubfti- 
tuted for the divinity of St. Paul. For, alas! why is this, but be- 
caufe men are ignorant of the great end for which the Son of 
God became incarnate, and unconfcious how greatly they ftand 
in need of the falvation which he died to purchafe, and which he 
as now exalted to beftow ? 


we i oe 


CHRISTIAN ZEAL. 


IN almoft every other caufe except religion, in every other 
relation but that of man to his Creator, ardour and fervency of 
fpirit ; fidelity, zeal, alacrity, and love are not only allowed, but 
admired. Who ever complained of a perfon’s being too grateful 
to his benefactor, or too faithful to his friend ? a child that was too 
dutiful to his parent, or a patriot too devoted to his.country ? And 
yet, how common is it to hear people cenfured for too much de- 
votednefs to their God! The Almighty,” fay they, “ does not 


expect fuch ftriétnefs, nor require fo much of our time to be em- 


ployed in his fervice ; and if we do but perform our dities to our 
fellow creatures, it is of littl moment what we think in mat- 
ters of religion.”” As if our behaviour to our fellow worms 
were of more importance, than the difpofition of our hearts to- 
wards the glorious Author of our being ! as if it were poflible to 
love too much, or ferve too diligently, u1m, who is infinitely wife 
and good, and who hath this claim above all on our affections— 
that “ he fent his son to be the propitiation for our fins!” Sure- 
ly, as the poet obferves, 


“ On such atheme ’twere impious to be calm, 
Passion is reasen, transport temper here.” 


Young. 
EMPLOYMENT 
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EMPLOYMENT OF HEAVEN. 

THE felicity of heaven is reprefented as confifting in the 
eontinual fervice of God, and the fociety of holy angelic fpirits. 
And can it be doubted that a great revolution mult take place in 
the minds of molt men to fit them for the enjoyment of a ftate 
like this? Can it be fuppofed that they who feek for happinefs 
in earthly purfuits, would be delighted with fuch employment | 
and fociety? or that thoie who have hitherto faid of the Lord’s 
day, “ what a wearinefs it is!”? would rejoice to keep an eternal 
Sabbath in heaven? It is true, indeed, that we all naturally defire 
exemption from iuffering, and muit be pleated with the thoughts 
of eternal felicity ; but then every one will imagine a heaven adapt- 
ed to his prevailing inclination. “Fhe ambitious will amufe him- 
felf with ideas of iplendour and exaltation ; the diffipated and h- 
centious would, with Mahomet, defire a paradife replete with the 
gratifications of fenfe ; and the philofophic, perhaps, with pecu- 
liar felf-complacency and proud contempt of the former, will look 
forward to a {tate where, emancipated from the narrow limits by 
which he is now confined, he fhall range, without reftraint, 
through the unbounded fields of fcience, and be continually mak- 
ing new acquilitions in the difcovery of truth. The weight of 
mifery and opprefiion, too, under which numbers groan, may ex- 


‘tort a figh for that land, where the “ wicked ceafe from troubling, 


and the weary are at reft.” But the Chriflian only, taught by di- 
vine grace to fee the vanity and infufficiency of all fublunary en- 
joyments, the glory of the divine perfections, and: the beauty of 
holinefs, really defires the heaven defcribed in the icripture, for 
what it is in its own nature; and conceives aright of the hap- 
pinefé that is to be found in the prefence and fervice of God. 


—: > a 
ON THE TRINITY. 


WE are baptized into the facred name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoft. But, itis to be feared, according to the re- 
ligion mot prevalent in the prefent day, that the character and 
offices of the Son and of the Spirit are almott entirely neglected 
and overlooked ; and this, by perfons who do not avowedly deny 
the deity of either. It was far otherwife with the primitive Chrif- 
tians. While we find the difciples of old, often exprefling their 
gratitude to God the Father for having provided the way of fal- 
vation, we may obierve them alfo declaring their reliance on the 
atonement and merits of the Son, with a high-tenfe of his love 


-and-condefcenfion ; “ unto Him that loved us, and wafhed us from 


Our 











1808. ] True Happine/s. 385 


our fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priefls un- 
to God and his Father; unto him be glory and dominion forever.” 
And their dependence on the Holy Spirit as the Author of all 
grace and confolation: ‘ The Spirit helpeth our infirmities, for we 
know not what to pray-for as we ought, but the Spirit itfelf maketh 
interceflion for us.”” ‘ Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Gholt.” Thefe, without other inftances, too 
numérous to adduce, may fuffice to fhew the ideas that were en- 
tertained in the apoftles’ days on this momentous fubject. 

Let no one deem it a matter of indifference, what he thinks on 
fo important a part of divine truth. If the infinite God has in- 
deed vouchfafed to give us a revelation of himfelf, he molt cer- 
tainly requires us to receive his teftimony with fubmiffion and fim- 
plicity. And it cannot reafonably be fuppofed, that when we are 
favoured with every means of inftruction, the Almighty will ac- 
cept that worfhip which is offered up to him under a notion of his 
character and attributes, which is eflentially erroneous. This is 
not to adore the God of the Bible, but a being formed by our own 
imagination: and we are told that “all men fhould honour the 
_ Son, even as they honour the Father ;” and, that * whofoever de- 
nieth the Son, the fame hath not the Father.” 

Throughont the New Teftament we find the fame divine at- 
tributes of omniprefence, omnifcience, and almighty power af- 
cribed to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ; the fame fu- 
preme love and obedience required from us by Jefus Chrift, 
as is declared to be due to God alone. And, therefore, it mult 
certainly be inferred, that not only are we, in order to our accep- 
tance, bound to acknowledge this important myftery, but really to 
glorify God, as Father, Son, and Spirit, by our habitual depen- 
dence gn each, in the great concern of our falvation ; and by con- 
ftantly living to the praife of this incomprehenfible Being, to whom 
we owe fuch inexpreflible obligations. 


——a, E> 
TRUE HAPPINESS. 


IN vain do we feek for happinefs in the world. We fhall never 
find it out of the fchool of Chrift. Here genuine peace indeed 
refides. Not becaufe the difciples of Jefus are endowed with 
more external advantages, or are more exempted from {ufferings 
and difappointments than others, for they have often a larger 
fhare of them, but becaufe “ humility is the parent of contentment ;’’ 
and he who has been led to fee his defert of God’s dilpleature, and 
at the fame time is pofleffed of a lively hope in his mercy through 
the merits and mediation of his Redeemer, will not be apt to 
Vol. V. No. fo. Aaa murmur 
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murmur at the difpenfations of Providence, and to think himfelf 
hardly dealt by, when he fees numbers all around, no worte ‘by 
nature than himfelf, enduring many evils from which he is ex- 
empt, and devuid of various comforts with which he is endowed. 
Rather, like the patriarch Jacob, he will be ready to fay, “ I am 
not worthy of the leaf of all the mercies and of all the truth which 
thou haft fhewn unto thy fervant.” The confideration, too, of 
the Redeemer’s example will have a powerful effe& to reconcile 
his fervant to a life of hardfhip, poverty or contempt. While he 
contemplates the Lord of glory, born ina ftable; lying ina 
manger ; at one time enduring hunger, thirft, and wearinefs ; at 
another, making a thankful repaft on fome coarfe barley bread 
and a few {mall fifhes; he will fee how ill it becomes the Chrif- 
tian to defire the honours and luxuries of life, and thus learn with 
the apoftle, “ in whatever ‘ftate he is, therewith to be content.” 

And thould it even pleafe the Father of mercies to vifit his 
friends and followers with the heavieft afflictions, the recolleétion, 
that all events are under the difpofal of infinite wifdom and good- 
nefs, will reprefs the rifing murmur and diffufe a delightful calm 
through the foul, far fuperior to the exultation that arifes from 
earthly profperity. Even in thefe days, the confolations of re- 
ligion are fometimes feen to raife the greateft fufferers above all 
their temporal afflictions, and to make them triumph, when human 
nature, unfupported, would fink into dejection or defpair. 

Who but the Chriftian, for inftance, can look with ftedfaftnefs 
and ferenity, nay, often with joy and gladnefs, on the approach of 
that folemn hour, which will not only feparate him from the moft 
loved earthly fcenes and companions, but convey his fpirit to an 
untried, unchangeable ftate, and bring him into the awful prefence 
of an infinitely great and holy God ? Jnfidelity will indeed fome- 
times, though feldom, fteei the heart again{t fuch important con- 
fiderations ; and the lamentable ignorance in which moft men live, 
both of God and of themfelves, may draw a veil over thefe tre- 
mendous fcenes, and footh them into a fatal ftupor and fecurity. 
But it is the fincere difciple of Chrift alone, who, at the fame time 
that he impartially reviews his whole conduét, and fees fin in all 
its malignity and awful confequences, can refign his foul, with 


the moft perfect compofure, and a hope full of immortality, into 
the hand of Him who made it. 


—. 


ANECDOTES. 


THE BIBLE AMONG SAILORS. 


AS I was walking along the town fome days fince, I met 
a number of failurs, who, when they faw me coming, faid, 
that’s he, that’s he! But inftead of meeting me on the pave- 


ment, 
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ment, they ftepped into the road, took off their hats, made 
very low bows, and faid, ‘ God blefs you, Sir, God blefs 
you, Sir.’ At firft I thought that, feeing me.in black, they were 
difpofed to make me the object of a little pleafantry, and was. 
pafling on; but being ftruck with the ferioufnefs of their counte- 
nances, and the propriety of their deportment, and recollecting the 
face of one or two of them at my place of worfhip, whofe attention 
and tears remarkably attraéted my notice at the time, I ftopped 
and faid, * Well, my lads, do you know me?” ‘Yes, Sir,’ faid 
one, ‘and love you too.’—“ Love me, for what?” ‘ Becaufé you 
love my Mafter.’? ‘“ Who is he, king George?” ‘ Yes, Sir, and a 
very good man too: But king JefusI mean.’ ‘I amhappy you 
confider him your mafter; but how did you know me?” ‘Be. 
caufe feveral of us heard you yelterday three times, and I never 
had fuch a day fince I was born. About two years ago I was as . 
wicked a fellow as any in the fhip, but when we put into ..... I went 
to fee un aunt of mine, who talked to me-about my being fuck a 
great finner; told me what would be the confequence if I con- 
tinued fo, and gave me a Bible, which I promifed to read. When 
I went on board I read it, and foon began to feel I was a vile and 
a loft finner. I then read it to fome of my fhipmates, and you.can- 
not think what views we had of our loft ftate, and of falvation by 
Jefus Chrift, and that without any of man’s inftruction. When we 
came into port, having been qut near two years, we alked to {pend 
our Sunday on fhore, and the captain gave usleave. Wewentto 
hear. you three times, and you cannot think how I wondered that 
you fhould know all I felt, and fometimes I wonder how I fhould 
have felt all you faid. You were defcribing how a renewed foul 
pants after holinefs. O how fweet that was to me! ({milin 
and weeping) I am fure I do as fincerely long to be holy as I do 
to be happy. Do not you think it muft be the Spirit of God that 
made me feel this?” I replied, “ I hope fo ; efpecially if your con- 
duct correfponds with this profeffion.” One of them anfwered, 
‘The Lord knows we have nothing to boaft of ; but blefled be 
God, I believe neither our officers nor fhipmates have any thing to 
accufe us of. They would not fend us on fhore for errands for 
them, if they did not know that we were honeft and fober.’ “I 
am very much pleafed with your converfation :—what fhip do you 
belong to?” ‘The Frigate, captain.’ “ Are there 
any more on board, of the fame opinion with yourfelves?”” ‘ Yes, 
Sir, there are feveral of us, when oppdrtunity offers, meet for read- 
ing and prayer, and we hope there are fix of us who are truly born 
again, who were.all vile finners two years ago, but have been 
taught to love God by reading the Bible.’ ¢¢- What an encourage- 
ment this, to give away Bibles and good books ! 
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THE NOBLEMAN AND HIS SERVANT. 


A NOBLEMAN, who had a very valuable cane, called: jj; 
fervant to him one day, who was going to leave him, and prefent- 
ed it to him, bidding him to keep it until hehould find a bigger 
fool than himfelf to beltow it upon; for the fervant was quite 
underwitted. The fervant accordingly took the cane, thanked 
his mafter, and left him. Some years after this, the fervant, hear- 
ing his mafter was dangeroufly fick, went to vifit him ; but finding 
him fo extremely weak did not dare to fpeak to him; but Quod 
weeping over him for fome time. Prefently the gentleman lifted 
up his eyes, called his fervant by name, and loudly exclaimed, Oh, 
Iam going ! 

Servant. But where are you going? 

Mafler. 1 am going to another world. 

S. To another world ! And fhall you be back in fo many days? 

M. No. : 

S. Shall you be back in fo many weeks ? 

M. No. 

S. Shall you be back in fo many years? 

M. No. , 

S. When fhall you be back ? 

M. Never. Ss 

S. Never! And what provifion have you made for your journey ? 

M. None at all. . 

S. None at all! Here, Sir, faid the fervant, to you belongs 
the cane; with all my weaknefs, never was I guilty of fuch ex- 
treme folly as this! 








Religious Intelligence. 


UNITED STATES. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY FOR PROMOT- 
ING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


THE success of individuals and of 
societies, in disseminating Chris- 
tian knowledge by means of relig- 
jous tracts and otherwise, particu- 


_larly the very successful and impres- 


sive example of a society in Lon- 
don,* long since instituted for tbat 


* The Society, referred to, is “ the 
Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge,’ which was Teunied in the year 
1698. That Voluntary Society pro- 


f 


pious purpose, having engaged the 
2ttention of several persons in the 
vicinity of Boston, they were in- 
duced to confer repeatedly together 
on the best means of promoting the 
same important object. The result 
of their consultations was a persua- 
_— - sion, 

ceeded with unanimity and zeai * in 
promoting the real and practical know- 
ledge of the true religion by such meth- 
ods, as appeared to them from time to 
tzmve 
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sion, that the civil, the moral, and 
the everlasting interests of their fel- 
low men might be essentially pro- 
moted by united and systematic ex- 
ertions for diffusing evangelical 
truth. The following Constitution of 
the Massachusetts Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge was accord- 
ingly draughted ; and after mature 
deliberation it was signed by the 
Founders of the Society on the first 
day of September, 1803. 


THE CONSTITUTION. 

DEEPLY lamenting, not only 
the increase of irreligion and infidel- 
ity among the inhabitants of our na- 
tive land in general, but also the de- 
cay of evangelical piety among pro- 
fessors of Christianity in particular ; 
and sincerely regretting that so 
many among us want either the dis- 
position or the means of supplying 
themselves and their. families with 
such books and treatises, as are best 
calculated to promote both in them- 
selves, and in their children and do- 
mestics, the true knowledge and 
spirit of the gospel; and anxiously 
time to be most conducive to thatend, 
till toward the conclusion of the year 
1701; when, at their instance, a 
Charter was obtained from hing Wil- 
liam III, whereby all the then sub- 
scribing members of their society, 
with other persons of distinction in 
church and state, were incorporated, 
for the better carrying on that branch of 
their designs, which related to the 
plantations, colonies, and factories be- 
yond the seas, lLelonging to the king- 
dom of England. But their charter 
being limited to foreign parts, and the 
business of that corporation being 
hitherto confined tothe British planta- 
tions in America, most of the original 
members of this Voluntary Society still 
continued to carry on,in that capacity, 
their more extensive designs tr ad- 


vancing the honour of God, and the 


good of mankind, by promoting Chris- 


tian knowledge both at home and in 
other parts of the world, by the best 
methods that should offer. They are 
therefore a society distinct from that 
corporation.” 

The principal methods, adopted by 
the society for promoting their pious 


desirous of contributing, according 
to our ability, to the increase of the 
** knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jesus ;” ! 

We, whose names are underwrit- 
ten, do hereby, in the fear of Gon, 
and love of 1aan, solemnly associate 
ourselves, for the benevolent pur- 
pose of promoting evangelical truth 
and piety; in the first place, by a 
charitable distribution of some of 
the dest religious books and tracts 
‘among poor and pious Chris- 
tians, to whom such writings may 
be peculiarly grateful, and also 
among the inhabitants of new towns 
and plantations, or other places, 
where the means of religious know- 
ledge and instruction are but spar- 
ingly enjoyed ;” and in process of 
time, if ability permit, and circum- 
stances appear to require it, by sup- 
porting charity schools, or pious Mis- 
sionaries, in the places just describ- 
ed, for the express purpose of in- 
structing and tstablishing the young 
and ignorant in the truth of the gos- 
pel, and in the great doctrines and 
duties of our holy religion; by the 
name of the Massachusetts Society 

for 
object, were the same as they had pre- 
viously been. The first was to procure 
and encourage the erecting of charity 
schools, in all parts of the kingdom. 
The number of these schools in 1802 
amounted to 179, in which were 4180 
boys, and 2928 girls. The whose 
number of children, educated in these 
schools at that period was 69,837. . 

Another method, adopted by the 
society, was ** to disperse both at home 
and abroad, Bibles, prayer books, and 
divers sorts of religious tracts.” They 
have accordingly distributed “ an in- 
crecible number of them in such man- 
ner, as, they have reason to hope, has 
tended to the great increase of the know- 


ledge and practice of our holy relig- 
ion.” | 


Beside these general designs, the so- 
ciety has supported missions in the 
Scilly Islands, and in various parts of 
Asia and Africa. These missions 
have been attended with very encour- 
aging success; to the salgation, it is 
probable, of many thousands of the in- 
habitants of those heathen countries. 
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or promoting Christian Knowledge ; 
and on the following fundamental 
principles, which, together with the 
foregoing preamble, are hereby 
adopted and declared to be the Con: 
stitution of this Society. 

I. No ferson shall ever be elect- 
ed or admitted a member of this so- 
ciety, who is reputed or suspected 
to be an atheist, infidel, or skeptic ; 
or who is not of sober life and con- 
versation. | 

Il. No athieistical, deistical, skep- 
tical, heretical, nor immoral book or 
tract, nor any book or tract, that is 
tinctured by'any such principle or 
sentiment, shall ever be purchased, 
printed, published, or distributed by 
this society. 

III. The books, to be distributed 
by this society in the present and in 
all future time shall be “ Bibles, 
Testaments, and Psalters;” and 
such books of human composition, 
and such only, as are directly and 
happily caleulated to establish the 
truth, and to preserve “ the essen- 
tial and distinguishing doctrines of 
the gospel, as professed by our pi- 
ous ancestors, the first settlers of 
New England ; viz. the Westmin- 
ster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, 
Dr. Watts’ Divine Songs for Chil- 
dren, Dr. Hemmenway’s Discourse 
to Children, Dr. Doddridge’s Ad- 
vice to the Master of a Family, on 


family religion, his Sermons on the 


religious education of children, 
his Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul, Mason’s Treatise on 
Self Knowledge, Henry’s Discourse 
concerning meekness, and Orton’s 


Discourses to the aged ;” which are. 


to be considered, as marking the 
characters of dther books, which 
may be distributed consistently with 
the true design of this Society.* 

IV. This Society shall mect once 
at least every year, and as much 
oftener, as may be necessary ; and 
the annual meeting, unless some 
special reason render it inexpedicnt, 
shall always be in the month of May, 
and in the town of Boston. 


* The Society distributed in the year 
1804, 6253 Tracts: And in 1806, 
8661. ; 
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V. At each annual meeting shall 
be chosen by. ballot a President, 
Vice President, Clerk, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Librarian, and also 
any other annual officer, or assist- 
ant officer, which experience may 
render necessary; which officers 
shall continue to discharge the du- 
ties naturally belonging to their 
respective offices, or specially an- 
nexed thereto by the Constitution 
or order of this Society, until their 
places be supplied by new elections. 
But, if any of the said offices be 
vacated by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, and the good of the So- 
ciety require it, such vacancy shall 
be supplied at the next meeting of 
the Society, or at a special meeting 
regularly notified. 

VI. The six officers, named in 
the fifth article, shall at present 
constitute a Board of Directors, and 
in all future time they shall be Di- 
rectors ex officio ; but, whenever the 
number of the Society shall be in- 
creased to 25, three additional direc. 
tors shall be chosen by ballot at the 
next annual meeting ; and when- 
ever the Society shall contain fifty 
members, three more Directors 
shall, in lke manner, be added to 
the former nine ; but the number of 
Directors shall never exceed twelve ; 
and a majority of either of the afore- 
said three numbers respectively 
shall constitute a quorum for com- 
mon purposes, 

‘VII. So long as the Society shall 
not contain more than twenty five 
members, seven members shall 
make a quorum ; when the number 
shall be more than twenty_five, and 
not exceed forty, eleven members 
shall constitute a quorum; and, 
after the number shall exceed forty, 
fifteen members shall ever constitute 
a quorum for transacting all com- 
mon and ordinary business. 

VIII. All meetings of the Society 
and ofthe Directors ‘shall be opened 
with prayer. Atevery annual yates 
of tiie Society the Constitution shail 
be read ; and at every os shall 
be read the transactions of the 
meeting immediately preceding it, 
and also the transactions of the 
Board of Directors between the a 

an 
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and present meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

IX. All special meetings of the 
Society shall be called by the Pres- 
ident, or in his absence by the Vice 
President, in virtue of a regular vote 
of the Directors to this purpose ; 
and the notice shall be given, if the 
nature of the business permit, in two 
or more public newspapers ten days 
at least before the day assigned for 
such meeting. But,. whenever it 
may be inexpedient to notify a spe- 
cial meeting in the public papers, 
written or printed notifications, ex- 
pressing the nature of the business, 
requiring such meeting, shall be 
sent, as early as practicable, to all 
members living within thirty miles 
ef the place, designated for holding 
such meeting. 

X. As the success of this Society 
must, under God, chiefly depend 
upon the character of its members 
with respect to their religious prin- 
ciples, their piety, benevolence, 
prudence, activity, integrity, firm- 
ness, zeal, and perseverance; the 
election of members shall be con- 
ducted in the following manner : 
All nominations shall be first made 
in the Board of Directors. by some 
one of its number, who shall in the 
first place give the character of the 
person nominated, of which charac- 
ter a public profession of the Chris- 
tian religion shall be an essential 
part, and then enter his name, title, 
and place of abode, in a book kept 
by the Clerk for the entry of nom- 
inations, subscribing the same with 
his own name. At the next meet- 
ing of the Directors, provided i&« be 
not within a fortnight after the nom- 
ination, the person so nominated, 
may be balloted for; and, if the 
nomination be approved by three 
fourths of the whole Board, it may 
then be reported to the next meet- 
ing of the Society, as approved by 
the Directors; but shall not be 
acted upon by the Society, before 
said nomination shall have been 
officially announced to the Society 
ten weeks at least, that each elector 
may have sufficient time to satisfy 
himself concerning the real charac- 
ter of the candidate. At the next 
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meeting however of the Society, 
which shall be of the requisite dis- 
tance in time, the person nominated 
and approved, as aforesaid, may be 
balloted for ; and, if it be found by 
ballot, that there is a concurrence of 
three fourths of all the n.embers 
present in favour of his election, he 
shall be declared by the President 
to be elected a member of this So- 
ciety. 

XI. It shall be the duty of the 
President to preserve order and de- 
corum in all meetings of the Society 
and of the Directors ; to lay before 
them the articles of business neces- 
sary to be transacted ; to put mo- 
tions, after they have been secanded 
and fairly discussed ; to call special 
meetings; to sign orders, drawn on 
the Treasurer, as provided in this 
Constitution; and to give his vote 
on all questions before the Society, 
on which the members: may be 
equally divided, by which vote such 
questions shall be decided ; but in 
all questions before the Directors, 


‘the President shall have a right to 


give his vote as well, as ballot, in 
common with the other members of 
the Board; and, whenever the votes 
or ballots in any case shall be equal 
in number, the question, thus pend- 
ing, shall determine according to 
the vote or ballot of the Presi- 
dent. 

XII. In the absence of the Pres- 
ident from any meeting, or in the 
event of his death or resignation, 
the Vice President shall possess all 
the powers and perform all the du- 
ties of the President; and in the 
absence of the President and Vice 
President, the oldest Director pres- 
ent shall preside at such meeting, 
and perform the common duties ap- 
pertaining to the President. 

XI. Two books shall be proyid- 
ed for the use of the Clerk; in one 
of which shall be recorded the Con- 
stitution of this Society, subscribed 
by the Founders ; and in some con- 
venient part the Clerk shall enter 
the names of all elected members, 
their titles, places of abode, and 
times of election; also in some part 
a distinct catalogue of benefactors, 
with their 
donations ; 
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donations; and likewise all the 
transactions of the Society at their 
-meetings. In the other book he 
shall record the transactions of the 
Directors at their meetings; the 
books and pamphlets distributed, 
specifying the authors and titles, 
with the number of copies under 
each title, and the names of the per- 
sons, by whom, and the places 
where distributed ; together with a 
summary account of any remarkable 
effects thereby produced. It shall 
also be his duty to notify all meet- 
ings of the Society and of the Direc- 
tors, whether stated or special, 
agreeably to constitutional directions 
of the President. 

XIV. It shall be the pane of the 
Secretary to write letters of, bu- 
siness ; and, as may be thought ex- 
pedient and useful by the Directors, 
to correspond with men ‘of informa- 
tion, piety and active zeal, and with 
similar Societies in different parts 
of America; and also with Socie- 
ties or individuals in forcign coun- 
tries, engaged in like plans for 
promoting Christian knowledge, 
that this Society may avail itself of 
their wisdom and experience ;_ pre- 
serving copies of all letters of im- 
portance, which, with the answers, 
if received, he shall communi- 
cate, as may be required, both to 
the Society and to the Board of Di- 
rectors, at their respective meetings. 
He shall also acquaint all members 
elect with their election ; and such 
as may be citizens of this Common- 
wealth, with the conditions of ad- 
mission into the Society ; and shall 
communicate to the Society, as soon 
as may be, all letters in answer to 
such information, that the constitu- 
tional record of additional members 
may be made. 

XV. The Treasurer shall be 
bound, with two sureties, in a rea- 
sonable sum, to be determined by 
the Directors, to -a faithful dis- 


charge of the duties of his office ; 
which shall be to vest or dispose of 
monies, agreeably to.the determina- 
tion of the Directors, and to hold 
in safe keeping all deeds, bonds, 
notes, and other evidences of pro- 
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perty, belonging to the Society ; to 
keep a fair and regular account of 
the same, and of all monies received 
for the Society by gift, bequest, sub- 
scription, or otherwise; to collect 
all dues, and to discharge all debts 
of the Society. 

XVI. No payment shall be made, 
nor money advanced, nor obligation 
given by the Treasurer, except by 
an order of the Directors, signed by 
the President. The Treasurer’s 
accounts shall, previously to every 
annual meeting, be carefully audited 
by a Committee, appointed for that 
purpose, which committee shall 
make a written report to the Soci- 
ety, at the annual meeting, of the 
state of its funds, specifying all re- 
ceipts and expenditures within the 
year; which report, or such parts 
of it, as may be deemed expedient, 
shall be published, together with 
the proceedings of the Society, so 
far as may be useful, whenever the 
Society shall direct. 

XVII. It shall be the duty of the 
Librarian to receive and keep ail 
books, pamphlets, and papers, com- 
mitted to him either by or for the 
Society; to keep a fair and partic- 
ular account of the same, specifying 
their titles, and the number under 
each title ; to deliver and distribute 
the same according to order of the 
Directors signed by the President 
or presiding officer ; and quarterly 
to lodge with the Clerk an abstract 
of all such property, which he has 
received within said quarter, and. 
likewise of all books and pamphlets 
remaining on hand, particularly 
specifving the number of each kind. 

XVIII. The Directors shail 
meet quarterly on such days in the 
months of May, August, November 
and February, as may be found most 
convenient, and as much oftener as 
they may deem necessary for the 
good of the institution; and any 
meeiing may be continued by ad- 
journment. Special meetings of 
the Directors may be called at the 
discretion of the President, or at 
the united request of any three of 
the Directors; the notification ia 
either case expressing, if expedient, 
the 
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the object of such meeting ; the 


time and place however of the first. 


meeting of the Directors shall be 
determined at the first meeting of 
the Society. - 

XIX. The Directors shall have 
power, and it shall be their duty, in 
strict conformity to the design of 
this Institution, as expressed in the 
preamble, and as guarded in th¢ 
second and third articles, to deter- 
mine, as the funds will permit, what 
books and pamphlets shall be dis- 
tributed, in what numbers and 
places, and by what persons; and 
also to adopt measures and give di- 
.fections for procuring the same 
upon the -most reasonable terms. 
And, whenever in the opinion of the 
Society the fund will enable them 
to apply a part of their income to the 
support of schools and Missionaries 
for the purposes aforesaid, and the 
good of mankind shall require 't ; 
the Directors shall erect so many 
schools, and employ so many Mis- 
sionaries, and in such places, as shall 
be determined by the Society. All 
contracts for books and pamphlets 
for distribution, and with teachers 
of schools and missionaries for the 

srvice of the Socjety, shall be made 
by the Directors, or by their order, 
and they shall draw upon the Treas- 
urer for the payment of such con 
tracts. 

XX. It shall ever be the duty of 
each member of the Society to so- 
licit, among his acquaintance, ben- 
efactions and subscriptions for the 
use of the Society, and in every way 
to promote the object of its institu- 
tion. ‘ 

XXI. No person, being an inhab- 
itant of the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, shall be admitted into 
this Society, before he shall have 
paid to the Treasurer, for the in- 
crease of the original fund, ten dol- 
lars at least, (and from persons ot 
considerable property may not a pro- 
portionably larger sum be expect- 
ed?) which payment shall be con- 
en as acceptance of member- 
ship. | , 

XXII. Every member of this So- 
ciety, being an inhabitant of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Vol. V. No. 10. Bab 


shall subscribe and pay yearly into 
the hands of the Treasurer, for an« 
nual distribution and expenditure, 
not less than five dollars; (more 
from the wealthy would be accepta- 
ble for the same benevolent and pi- 
ous purposes) and, should any mem- 
ber neglect to pay to the Treasur =r 
the said sum of five dollars for three 
years, such neglect, unless excused 
by the Society on the principle of 
inability, shall operate as a forfeit. 
ure of his membership, and his name 
shall accordingly be erased from the 
list of members. 

XXIII. Should any member be- 
come an atheist or infidel in prin- 
ciple, or grossly impious or im- 
moral in practice; or should he in 
any way become inimical to the So- 
ciety, or opposed to its object ; up- 
on such notice, and upon such pro- 
cess, as the Society shall require, 
he shall be expelled, and his name 
forever erased from the list of mem- 
bers. 

XXIV. To provide against cas- 
ualties and the certain effect of the 
natural depreciation of money, as 
well as to produce, if it may be, an 
increasing capital fund, correspond. 
ing to the increasing numbers and 
exigencies of the poor and destitute ; 
it is established for an immutable 
principle, that only five sixth parts 
of the annual interest of the origi- 
nal or capital fund, however increas. 
ed by donations, legacies, or other- 
wise, shall ever be expended in any 
one year; and that the other one 
sixth part of said interest be sacred- 
ly added to the capital, for the 
purposes aforesaid. Adcordingly, 
in all transactions of the Society, a 
due distinction will be observed be- 
tween property given or bequeathed 
to the Society for the increase of 
its original fund, and monies or oth- 
er property given or subscribed for 
annual distribution or expenditure, 

XXV. That this Society may be 
rendered more extensively and per- 
manently useful, this Constitution is 
hereby declared capable of such al- 
terations and improvements, as time 
and experience shall prove to be 
necessary and conducive to the pro- 
motion of its object in the highest 

’ degree ; 
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degree ; prcvided always, and let 
it be sacredly regarded, that no al- 
teration in any article of this consti- 
tution, as now subscribed, shall ever 
be made, nor any new article added to 
it, which shall not coincide with the 
true object, of this Society, as ex- 
pressed in the preamble, and also 
with the first three articles of this 
Constitution; which three articles 
shail never be altered. And be it 
further provided, that no such alter- 
ation of or addition to the Constitu- 
tion shall ever be made, but upon 
very serious deliberation and dis- 
cussion ; nor, unless with the con- 
currence of five sixths of the Direc- 
tors, regularly convened, three 
months previous notice of the pro- 
posed alteration or addition having 
been given each Director in writ- 
ing; nor with such concurrence, 
unless three fourths of the votes of 
the members regularly assembled 
and present at a meeting, contain- 
ing more than one half of the whole 
number of members. within the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
be in favour of said alteration or ad- 
dition; the same, as approved by 
the Directors, having been duly 
communicated, and entered on the 
Clerk’s minutes, at a meeting of 
the Society, at least six months pre- 
vious to the decision. Moreover, 
whenever any such alteration or ad- 
dition shall in fact be made, the 
name of those Directors, who ap- 
proved the same, shall be entered 
on the records of the Society. 
Lastly, with the sole view of pro- 
moting the object of this associa- 
tion, as stated in the preamble, and 
agreeably to the principles and 
rules just delineated, we the sub- 
scribers do hereby severally engage 
to deposit as soon as may be, with 
the first Treasurer of this Society, 
the sums respectively annexed to our 
names ; which sumsy when collect- 
ed, will constitute the original fund 
of this Society ; and this fund, to- 
ther with whatever additional 
sums of subscriptions it may please 
God to excite others to make, we 
solemnly covenant and engage to 
devote and apply, according to our 
best ability, to the purpose of pro- 
moting evdngelical truth and piety, 





as herein first expressed ; in doing 
whicltwe humbly hope that we are 
making an acceptable sacrifice to 
that Betnc, who would have ail men 
to be saved, and come to the knowledge 
of the truth; and also a sincere, 
though infinitely small acknowledg- 
ment to Him, who liath redeemed ue 
to God by his blood. Wherefore, 
fervently imploring for ourselves, 
and. for all others, who may at any 
time be concerned in the conduct of 
this institution, and for its friends, 
patrons, and benefactors, the di- 
vine blessing and direction; and in 
testimony of our being freely and 
firmly bound by these premises, we 
have hereunto severally subscribed 
our names, and the sums thereto re- 
spectively annexed,* this first day of 
September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and 
three. 

Samuel Abbot William Greenough. 
Daniel Chaplin Abiel Holmes 
William Coombs Fedidiah Morse 
Foseph Dana Eliphalet Pearson 
Fonathan French Sohn Phillips 
Caleb Gannett Sohn Treadwell. 


—< + eo 


FOREIGN. 


TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 

Proposals for a Subscription for 
Translating the Holy Scriptures 
into the following Oriental Lan- 
guages : 


Shanscrit, Telinga, 
Bengalee, ' Burmah, 
Hindoostanee, Assam, 
Persian, Bootan, 
Mahratta, Tibet, 
Guzerattee, Malay, 
Orissa, and 
Carnata, Chinese. 


I. Tue Languages current is 
the British Empire in the East, are 
the Persian, Hindoostanee, Benga- 
lee, Mahratta, Guzerattee, Orissa, 

Carnata, 

* No account of the funds of the 

Society being intended to be given in this 

publication, the sums subscribed by the 

Jounders, the sums received from mem- 

bers, and the donations, which hase 
een generous, are omitted. 
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Carnata, Tamul, Telinga, Cinga- 
jese, and Malay. The common 
parent of most of these is the an- 
‘cient SHaNscrit, which is under- 
stood and sometimes spoken, by the 
Jearned in Hindoostan, as the Latrrn 
by the learned in Europe; and 
mixes with other dialects beyond 
the confines of India. 

I]. The scriptures were trans- 
lated into the Cingalese language 
at an early period by order of the 
Dutch government; and the Cin- 
galese Christians are now numer- 
ous on the Island of Ceylon. A 
version in the Tamul tongue was 


next produced by the Protestant — 


Missionaries in the Deccan, which 
has passed through several editions ; 
and the Christian churches, which 
use the Tamul Bible, pervade seve- 
ral districts. In Bengal, a transla- 
tion of the New Testament into 
the Bengalee language was lately 
published by us ; of which a large 
impression was quickly distributed ; 
and a second edition of 2000 copies 
vu! that translation is nearly finished. 
But the demand for copies by the 
iatives is much greater than our 
funds enable us to supply. 

III. Considerable progress has 
been made im the translation of the 
scriptures into four other languages. 
About three years ago, versions 
were commenced by us in the Hin- 
doostanee,* and Persian, and after- 
wards in the Mahratta and Orissa 
languages. The gospel of St. 
Matthew in Mahratta is already 
printed off. The New Testament 
i Hindoostanee and Orissa is 
nearly ready for the press; and 
the Persian is in great forwardness. 
A fount of types in the Orissa char- 
acter has been cut for the Orissa 
scriptures, being the first fount in 
that.character. 

* The New Testament was trans- 
lated into the Hindoostanee language 
about 50 years ago, by a Danish Mis- 
sionary at Tranquebar, and printed at 
Halle in Saxony in the Persian char- 
acter ; a copy of which is in the libra- 
ry at Tranquebar. A Hindoostanee 
version of the Psalms was made at the 
same time, of which there are many 


ropes. 


IV. The expense of translation 
is by no means considerable, after 
a press has been some time estab- 
lished. We have calculated that a 
contribution of 1200 rupees per 
month, for the term of five or six 
years, would defray the charges of 
translation, and of printing 2000 
copies of the New Testament in 
each of the ten languages of India, 
including the Shanscrit. Of all these 
the Shanscrit version would, in pre- 
sent circumstances, be the easiest 
to us, as the grammar is nearly 
finished, and many learned Pundits 
are at hand, ready to assist in the 
work, It would also be the least 
expensive, since we have already 
cast a fount of types in that char- 
acter. 

V. We propose to give an edi- 
tion of the Shanscrit gospels, with 
the original Greek on the opposite 
page, for the purpose of facilitat- 
ing the acquirement of the Shan- 
scrit language by the Greek scholar. 
To this work will be subjoined a 
Clavis of Shanscrit words critically 
analysed. 

VI. It is our intention to com- 
mence the translation of the scrip- 
tures into the Tibet, Bootan, Bur- 
mah, Assam, Malay, and Chinese 
languages, as soon as our .funds 
shall enable us to undertake these 
works. With respect to the first 
four of these, we do not apprehend 
that there will be any difficulty in 
compiling the necessary grammars, 
and publishing an accurate version ; 
particularly in the Tibet language, 
which has been already cultivated 
by the Romish Mission. 

Vil. The Malay version may 
be undertaken with peculiar advan- 
tage, as attention has of late been 
given to the language ; and there 
already exist two ancient transla- 
tions of the scriptures in the Ma- 
lay tongue ; one in the Roman, and 
the other in the Arabic character. 

Vill. We have it in our power 
to assure the public that the means 
of learning the Chinese language 
(new so much patronised at home 
from-its political and commercial 
relations) are within our reach, 
Mr. Joannes Lassar from Canton, 
Professor of the Chinese language, 

whe 
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who was lately employed in correct- 
ing the official correspondence be- 
tween the Portuguese at Macao 
and the court of Pekin, is now res- 
ident at the Mission House, Seram- 
pose ; and under his tuition, three 
of our number have commenced the 
study of the Chinese language. 
About a year ago Mr. Lassar began 
to translate the scriptures into that 
language ; and some part has al- 
ready been printed off, from char- 
acters cut in wood after the Chinese 
manner. , 

IX. Though no doubt remains 
of the practicability of our under- 
taking favoured by public support, 
it cannot be expected that the ex- 
pensive works here proposed can be 
carried on to any considerable ex- 
tent, by a few individuals, who ha¥e 
little to contribute besides their 
personal and gratuitous labours. If 
the public should be pleased to fa- 
vour these objects, (which we hum- 
bly hope will not appear unworthy 
of their countenance) it is intended 
to form a permanent fund of ‘the 
subscriptions ; the interestof which 
will be applied to the publication of 
the works proposed, and of such 
other works of a similar kind, as 
shall be proposed hereafter. A 
report will be published annually 


in India and in England, exhibiting ~ 


the state of the funds and the pro- 

ess of the translations. 

X. The design of translating the 
scriptures into the Oriental Lan- 

ages has received from home the 

ighest sanction. A resolution to 
that effect has been transmitted to 
us by the secretary of a Society 
lately instituted, entitled ‘* The 
British and Foreign Bible Society.” 
The secretary’s letter is accompa- 
nied by a printed account of the So- 
ciety, which is composed of the fol- 
lowing members : 

President. 

_ Rt. Hon. John Lord Teignmouth, 


Formerly Governor General of India. 


Vice Presidents. 
Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of London. 


Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of Durham. 


Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of Exeter. 


Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of St. Dayids. 


Rt. Hon. Lord Radstock. 


- 





Sir William Pepperill, Bart. 
Vice Admiral Gambier. 

Charles Grant, Esq. m. p. 
William Wilberforce, Esq. M. ¥. 
Treasurer. 

Henry Thornton, Esq. m. p. 


Extract from the Minutes of the 
Comnuttee of the British and For. 
eign Bible Society, London, Fuly 
23/, 1804. 

‘** ResoLvep, that the Orien. 
tal Committee open a correspond. 
ence with gentlemen, in India, 
informing them of the establish. 
ment of this Society, and requesting 
their communications respecting 
the best means of promoting the ob. 
jects of this institution, with regard 
to the Eastern Languages.” 

Joun Owen,® Secretary, 

Chaplain to the Bishop of London. 


XI. Our hope of success in this 
great undertaking depends chiefly 
on the patronage of; the College of 
Fort William, To that Institution we 
are much indebted for the progress 
we have already made. riental 
translation has become comparative- 
ly easy, in consequence of our hav- 
ing the aid of those learned men 
from distant provinces of Asia, 
who have assembled during the pe- 
riod of the last six years, at that 
great Emporium of Eastern Letters, 
These intelligent strangers volun- 
tarily engage with us in translating 
the scriptures into their respective 
languages ; and they do not conceal 
their admiration of the sublime doc- 
trine, pure precept, and divine elo- 
quence of the word of God. The 
plan of these translations was sanc- 
tioned, at an early period, by the 
most noble the Marquis Wellesley, 
that great patron of useful learning. 
To give the Christian scriptures to 
the inhabitants of Asia is indeed a 
work, which every man who be- 
heves these scriptures to be from 
God, will approve. In Hindoostan, 
alone, there is a great variety of 
religions ; and there are some tribes 
which have no certain cast or relig- 
ion at all. To render the revealed 
religion accessible to men who de- 
sire it ; to open its eternal sanctions, 
and display its pure morals to mee 
whe 
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who see# a religion, is to fulfil the 
sacred duty of a Christian people ; 
and accords well with the humane 
and generous spirit of the English 
nation. 

XII. It may also be expected 
that the design will be generally 
encouraged on the ground of its 
promoting the diffusion of Oriental 
literature, and affording new fa- 
cilities to Europeans in obtaining 
a knowledge of the various lan- 
guages of this great Empire. 
With every translation of the scrip- 
tures into a new language, it is in- 
tended to give a grammar of that 
language, if none already exist. 





W. CAREY. \: 

J. MARSHMAN. Sa: 
W. WARD. 3% 
J. CHAMBERLAIN. | 33 
R. MARDON. pe. 
J. BISS. 37 
W. MOORE. 13s 
J. ROWE. S38 
F. CAREY. JI& 


Mission House, Seramporg 
March 12th, 1806. 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE RE- 
LLGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


THE increasing attention to the 
diffusion of divine truth, by the dis- 
tribution of religious tracts, was 
happily evinced at the eighth annual 
meeting of the Religious Tract So- 
ciety, on Thursday the 14th of May ; 
when the large room at the New 
London Tavern was crowded beyond 
expectation. 

A most satisfactory report was 
presented by the Committee ; from 
which it appeared, that since the 
commencement of the Institution in 
the year 1799, upwards of four mi/- 
lions of religious tracts have been 
issued under the auspices of the 
Society ; and that considerably more 
than one fourth of that number have 
been sold during the last year: _ 

It also appeared, from the report 
of the Committee, that as the con- 

, cerns of the Society have augment- 
ed, they have been so conducted as 
to enable them, with the aid of oc- 
casional collections for that purpose, 
to extend their gratuitous distribu- 
tion of tracts to the army and navy, 
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to forsign prisoners of war, and to © 
foreign parts, in a very considerable 
degree. 

It is a circumstance that must af- 
ford pleasure to every one who eéon- 
siders the immense injury that is 
continually done to the merals of 
the rising generation by the profane 
stories, ballads, &c. which are cir- 
culated to an immense extent, 
throughout the country, to learn 
that the efforts of the Society to 
counteract such publications by the 
circulation of a series of cheap en- 
tertaining tracts, in a similar form, 
has succeeded, and is increasing to 
a very considerable extent ; and that 
it promises the most beneficial ef- 
fects. The religious public might 
materially aid this important object, 
by encouraging the hawkers to pur- 
chase the publications of the Society 
for sale, in preference to any other 
urticle of that description. 

It appears that, at Liverpool and 
Reading, societies to promote the 
distribution of tracts have been 
formed ; the members of which are 
composed of religious persons in the 
establishment, and among the va- 
rious branches of Dissenters, united 
for one general object,—a more en- 
larged diffusion oi religious know- 
ledge. We should be happy to see 
these examples followed in every — 
large town throughout the kingdom ; 
the beneficial effects which might 
reasonably be expected from such 
measures, are incalculable. Soci- 
etics have also been formed for 
similar purposes in various parts of 
the country; forthe encouragement 
of which, the Committee have 
adopted suitable measures. 

Several very encouraging in- 
stances of the blessed effects of 
tracts in the conversion of sinners 
from the error of their ways, and 
of awakening the attention of oth-_ 
ers, who had hitherto neglected di- 
vine ordinances, were related by 
various persons present ; and an in- 
teresting account of their reception 
by the Roman Catholics in Ireland, 
was related by a respectable clergy- 
man, who has been actively engaged 
in distributing them through a con- 
siderable portion of the southern part 
of that hitherto neglected country. 
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Obituary. 


CHARACTER OF ‘MISS SOPHIA PRENTISS. 


Ocrorner 12th, 1807, died Miss 
Sophia, 2d daughter of the Rev. 
Caleb Prentiss, late pastor of the 
first church of Christ, in Readmg, 
Mass. of a consumption, aged 25. 

She was naturally agreeable, of a 
mild and sweet disposition ; in her 
manners modest and unassuming. 
She possesseda clear intellect, which 
was improved by a good education. 

About the age of 15, she was 
admitted a member of the church of 
which her father was then pastor, 
and exhibited a fair character, 
from that time till her death. 
What she exhibited in her last 
sickness is thought to be a sufficient 
evidence of her sincerity and up- 
rightness. The writer will there- 
fore pass by many things of ante- 
rior date, which added lustre to the 
amiableness of her character, and 
take a concise view of her state of 
mind im her last confinement. 

She was under the immediate 
eare of her physician about four 
months before her death. Some- 
time in June, she left the Female 
Asylum, Boston, at which she was a 
very acceptable assistant, and came 
to her surviving parent at Reading, 
in a state of debility, but with 
hope of recovering her health. 
From this period, however, such 
was the nature of her complaints, 
she entertained doubts relative to 
the probability of her recovery. 
Still she seemed but little alarmed. 
A contemplative mind, like hers, 
habituates itself to great familiarity 
with all the changes it must proha- 
bly wkness. At an early visit from 


-her physician she asked him what 


he thought of her case? subjoining, 


- Jest he should not tell her if ‘he 


thought her case precarious, J am 
not afraid to die. 

On the 4th July, her grandfather, 
the Rev. Mr. Mellen, who resided 
in the house, died, Conversing 
with her upon the subject of mor- 
tality, relative to him, she seemed 
but Mittle moved, and said, in 
great composure, “I have for some 
time contemplated my own death 

with calmness.” | 


Here an assemblage of solema 
and joyful considerations, attended 
with no little surprise and admire- 
tion, crowded themselves upon the 
mind of the beholder. A female in 
agreeable worldly circumstances ; 
of an age, which has generally been 
found to be accompanied with as 

many worldly attractions and at- 
tachments as any age; when antici- 
pations of future worldly enjoyments 
are raised to that point of elev ation, 
beyond which they seldom rise. 
Yet she could ** contemplate herown 
death with calmness!” An ex- 
pression of this sort, the writer is 
sensible, may be made by an infidel ; 
but he has evidence that this was 
not said with insensibility ; nor to 
brave calamity ; nor was it the re- 
sult of a kind of philosophy, which 
is too often witnessed in cases of 
extreme adversity; but as she-was 
possessed of a mind easily. suscep- 
tible of impressions, she did not 
seem at all to revolt at the most 
solemn considerations, suggested by ¢ 
the entire revelation of God, in 
which she was an unwavering be- 
liever. She seemed cordially to re- 
ceive and cherish the high and im- 
portant doctrines of grace, which 
lie upon the face of the inspired 
volume.. It was a darling sentiment 
with her, that internal holiness is es- 
sential in a Christian character, that 
it lays at the foundation of all true 
religion, and that holiness of heart 

will be followed witha holy, sober and 
righinase life. As evidence of her 
piety we have only to refer to the 
united and coincident testimony of 
her faith and practice. 

In the course of her decline she 
often spake of her hope in Christ, 
and tlc ground of her hope, which 
was not any righteousness of her 
own: she did not hope she was a 
Christian because-she was kind, 
courteous and affectionate ; because 
she had uniformly refrained from 
notorious infractions of God’s holy 
law ;, because she performed exter- 
nal duty, and lived in such manner 
as to be esteemed innocent, and 


even good in the eyes of men, who 
look 
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look only on the outward appear- 
ance, although if these lay,a foun- 
dation for the claim of a Christian 
hope, she, indeed, might come in 
with hers; but she rested all her 
hope upon that sure foundation, 
that precious corner stone, Jesus, 
the Rock of salvation. Nor did 
she even depend upon Aim for sal- 
vation without faith in his blood, 
which implies a cordial acqyiescence 
tn his whole character. ter she 
had done all she could do, she was 
ready to confess she had done no 
more than her duty, and was still an 
unprofitable servant. Instead of 
dilating upon her good exercises 
and works, in self-commendation, 
she would enlarge upon the infinite 
merits of the divine Redeemer, 
and the unmerited grace displayed 
in the salvation of the ungodly, 
who, were it not for such grace, 
must suffer the pains of eternal 
death. 

She would sometimes speak in 
doubtful terms of the genuineness of 
her hope in Christ, predicated upon 
the.extreme deceitfulness of the 
human heart. Atthe same time, if 
she loved not the Lord Fesus Christ, 
she could not tell whom she did love. 
However, her greatest anxiety 
seemed evidently to be, Jest she 
should dishonour her Maker by not 
enduring affictiens from his hand 
with due submission; and, towards 
the close of her life, dest she should 
be too impatient of her confinement 
in this tenement of clay. She longed 
to be with Christ where sin and sor- 
row would be Known no more. 
Still she wes a worthy example of 
Christian meekness, patience, for- 
titude and submission, through the 
whole of her confinement. 

We expect the tender sex, 
sooner than the other, to revolt at 
the view of trials: But a day or 
two before her death; being asked 
whether her mind did not-recoil at 
a nearer approach of death, and a 
nearer prospect of the eternal 
world? she replied, with all the 
ardour and emphasis of one about to 
enter upon an inheritance answer- 
ing to the largest desires of the 
soul, No; but the nearer I approach, 
the more I am attracted thither. 


She met sickness, pain, languish- 
ment, and even death itself, with a 
complacent smi/e, as though she 
saw and loved the hand which held 
the rod! Surely, if Socrates met 


adversity and death like a philoso-; 


pher, Sophia met the same like a 
Christian. She was lovely in death. 
It Balaam ever beheld the dying 
triumphs of a saint, no wonder he 
exclaimed, Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his. . 

Thus passed into the invisible 
world a soul enraptured with the in- 
effable glory of the Divine Redeemer. 

Blessed are the dead who die inthe 
Lord, from henceforth. 





CHARACTER’ OF MISS WHITNEY. 


Diep at Lunenburg, December 
5, 1807, Miss Susanna WuttNey, 
aged 18 years. She was seized 
with a violent fever, which in three 
weeks terminated her earthly ex- 
istence ; but her soul has taken its 
fiight to the regions of immortality, 
and, we believe, she is now enjoying 
that rest after which she so earnestly 
longed. In the early part of her 
sickness, she discovered an earnest 
desire for preparation for death, 
and seemed anxious for fear she 
should not seek aright, said she was 
willing to die, if she knew she was 
prepared, ‘but rather chose to get 
well that she might serve God on 
earth. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, and whose ways are not as 
our ways, was graciously pleased to 
manifest himself to her as a prayer- 
hearing and sin-forgiving God, and 
granted her that faitiiwhich caused 
her to triumph over death. Hopes 
were entertained of her recovery 
till Wednesday morning before she 
died, when one of her sisters was 
sitting in the chamber with her, she 
said, When shall I be delivered trom 
this vain world of sin? than sang, 
Through grace I am determined to 
conquer though I die. Then re- 
peated most of this verse, I'll praise 
my Maker with my breath, k&c. 
Looking at her hands, she said, Ne 
matter how soon they are laid in 
the dust, if my soul is but clothed 
with immortal glory. On observing 

she 
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she kept her hand gently in motion, 
she was asked, You feel happy, 
don’t you sister? She with great 
earnestness answered, Why should 
Inot? fam going to rest, lam go- 
ing to praise God to all eternity. 
She desired to see hex fither ; on 
his coming in she gave him her 
hand, and said, Sir, Il am going to 
leave you, Iam going to rest, put 
your trust in God, he is sufficient 
for you. To her youngest brother 
she said, Don’t forget to pray night 
and morning, put your trust in God, 
remember what I say, I speak the 
thoughts of my heart, these are my 
last words. 

She said she must do all the good 
she could, she must improve her 
time, she had but a JZittle time to 
stay. At her request the minister 
was sent for; on his coming in she 
gave him her hand, and said, I am 
going to praise God forever and ev- 
er, I shall soon be at rest, I am hap- 
py; don’t you rejoice with me that I 
am so happy? My sins are blotted 
out, and the Sting of death is taken 
away. To one, who said to her, 
you may think differently if you get 
well, she replied, O no, my hope is 
founded on a Rock that will stand 
forever. I would not give up my 
hope for athousand worlds. She de- 
sired to see her mates,that she might 
talk tothem. To one she said, You 
dén’t know how much I have enjoy- 
ed since I have lain on this sick bed— 
more in one hour than ever I did in 
all my life. Do forsake the vanities 
and pleasures of the world ; you can- 
not glorify God, while you are en, 
gaged in them: strive to enter in at 
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the strait gate;\ put yowr trust ia 
Christ ; spend your time in serving 
your Maker ; he is sy fficient for you ; 
he will receive you if you ask aright. 
To several others she repeated near- 
ly the same words: she seemed 
anxious to be gone; and twice she 
repeated this verse : 


How long, dear Saviour, O how long 
Shall this bright hour delay ! 

Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day, 


The evening before she died she 
desired to see her father, and broth- 
er$ and sisters; called them round 
her bed, took them all by the hand, 
bade them farewell with the greatest. 
composure, and charged them to put 
their trust in God. The morning 
on which she died, being in extreme 
distress, she seemed almost impa- 
tient to be gone, and anxiously 
watched for symptoms of dissolution; 
but would check herself and say, Why 
am I soimpatient? I must wait God’s 
time; his time is the best. Once 
she exclaimed, O that the Lotd 
would have mercy on me, and take 
me to himself! At another, Come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. A short 
time before she died, she said, All 
the days of my appointed time will I 
wait till my change come: my flesh 
shall rest in hope. 

Her whoie sickness was extremely 
painful and distressing ; yet not a 
murmuring word ever escaped her 
lips, and she frequently said, I suffer 
no more than I deserve. She con- 
tinued till Saturday morning, then 
closed her eyes in death, and slept, 
we beheve, in ‘Jesus. | 


ASK AND RECEIVE. 
Suew me the soul to doubts expos’d ; 
To such this question is propos’d: 
Ask, saith the Lord, and let me know 
What shall I now on thee bestow? 
Say what thy wants and what thy 

woes ; 

Dost thou in me thy trust repose ? 
Art thou my friend, sincerely true, 


Speak ; for thy springs of tho’t I View: 


Art thou to seriousness inclin’d ? 
Ask, and I’ll solemnize thy mind : 
Dost thou want love to Jesus’ name ? 
Ask and his matchless love proclaim: 
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Dost thou want peace and pardow 
seal’d? 

Ask, for they wait to be reveal’d : 
Dost thou want faith and holy fear ! 
Ask, and behold the blessing’s near : . 
Dost thou want strength ’gainst sin 

to fight ? [might : 
Ask, and Pll make thee strong in 
Dost thou want light and life divine ? 
Ask, and eternal life is thine : 
Wilt thou be made completely whole? 
Ask, and I’ll renovate thy soul :— 
This instant ask, arise and pray, 
Nor lose the blessings by delay. 

| ' [4 young Lady. 





